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By John Roberts

N

amed by the Cherokee I nd ians, the
Enoree River means "river of
muscad ines." Like an oversized fish

net, a rich-green grapevine d rapes the trees

along the banks of the meand ering
waterway.
From its origin at the foot of the B lue
Rid ge Mountains, the Enoree (pronounced
EN-or-ee) wind s southeast through four
S outh Caroli n a counties before giving up
its id entity to the B road Ri ver j ust north of
Columbia. Along the way, the Enoree
passes near u rban areas and fast-growing
suburbs. It is flanked by farmland and a
protected national forest.
For the most part, the Enoree is an

While Helps and a team of stud ents,
some from other universities, examine the
tributaries that feed the Enoree, another

Undercurrent

of

change

On the surface, the Enoree has changed

anonymous river, lacking both the size and

g roup - this one consisting of political

very little over the years. A canoe trip d own

notori ety of its sisters in the Upstate, the

science maj ors - i nvestigates the

the 6 1 -mile river tod ay is much as it was
d ecad es ago. The scenery, with the

Reed y and the S alud a. Outsid e of boating

population mix, political players, and private

enthusiasts or natives of the region, few

and public enterprises that impact the river.

exception of a few new resid ential

have even heard of the Enoree.

S ociology stud ents poll resid ents in the

d evelopments, has remained unchanged .

B ut tod ay, Furman stud ent Chris Helps
is maki ng his way along a rural creek that

area about their perceptions of the river,
and economics majors work to d etermine

B ut just a few miles west and east of
the Enoree, commerci al, i nd ustrial and

feed s into the Enoree. Helps has h iked

how much resid ents are willing to pay to

resid ential d evelopment has d ramatically

several miles through thick und e rbrush to

support preservation of the river.

altered the land scape. While the populati o n

reach this point. It's hot - about 90 d egrees

With more than 30 stud ents, 1 3 faculty

o f the cities o f Greenville and S partanburg

- and the biology maj or is wearing jeans,

members and six acad emic d epartments

has remained relatively stead y d u ring the

heavy boots and long sleeves for protection

participating in the project, the watershed

past 2 0 years, international investment and
a vibrant economy have fueled explosive

against briars and snakes. He kneels at

stud y is easily Furman's most extensive

the creek bed , wets a band anna in the cool

research end e avor. And it is breaking

growth i n outlying areas. Duri n g the past

water and wipes hi s face and forehead .

ground as one of the most comprehensive

d ecad e the population of the G reenville

The water looks invi ting, and Helps is
thirsty. B ut he d oes not d rink. He knows
better. I nstead , he removes four bottles of

stud ies ever launched of the impact of

S partanbu rg-And e rson metropolitan

urbanization on streams and rivers.

statistical area increased 23 percent,

Next year Furman professors and

varying sizes from a small backpack and

stud ents will present a summary of their

di ps each one below the su rface. Later,

find ings to the S outh Carolina Department

accord i ng to the U.S . Census.
Much of that g rowth has occurred in
the eastern and southern portions of

back on campus, he will analyze the

of Health and Environmental Control. While

Greenville and S partanburg counties. Parts

contents of the samples for nutrients,

i t is too early to release preliminary find i ngs,

of Mauld in , S impsonvi lle and G reer, some

bacteria and other elements.

researchers say the results of three years

of the fastest g rowi ng suburban towns in

of water testing, analyzing, poll i n g and

the nation (their population has d oubled

component of the River B asin Research

interviewing will raise more than a few

since 1 990), are located in the wat ershed,

I nitiative, the largest, most comprehensive

eyebrows. And it could i m pact future

a 72 5-square-mile regi on .

research effort ever und ertaken by Furman.

d evelopment and land -use regulations.

Helps' work represents j ust a tiny

The River Basin Research Initiative, which began in 1996, has received nearly $600,000
in grants from various agencies and foundations. Above: Allen Mitchum uses a magnifier
to identify a species of fish found in the Enoree River. (All photos by Charlie Register)
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"Even though these fast-growing

nutrients, particularly nitrogen, and caused

to convert the i nformation into sound

suburbs are not located on the banks of

a general decrease in the biodiversity

management policy."

the Enoree, they are near creeks and

(aquatic insects and fish) of the streams."

streams that feed into the river, so they are
in the watershed. T he growth there impacts
the Enoree," says Furman's Ken S a rgent,
an earth and environmental sciences
professor who helps to coordinate the River
B as i n Research I n itiative.
Despite barriers such as silt fences,
the flurry of construction activity in the region
muddies streams and rivers, which can
have an adverse effect on the water quality
and health of the ecosystem. As water
absorbing woodlands and farmland give
way to subdivisions, roads and park ing lots,
natural water filters such as g rass, brush
and trees are lost. And the likelihood of
flooding increases.
"In recent years, we've seen increased
flooding in this area d u ring heavy rains
because there is not enough natural ground
to absorb the water," says S a rgent. "The
water runs off pavement and ultimately into
swelling creeks and streams. "
Whil e DHEC workers regularly monitor
the Enoree - paying close attention to
"point" polluters such as wastewater
treatment plants that pump treated water
directly into the river - the agency lack s
the staff needed to test the hundreds of
streams that empty into the river. S o the
Furman study offers a rare glimpse into the
pollution level of these tributaries, says
Douglas Fabel, the non-point source
coordinator for DHEC.
"Ou r research is focused on u nder
standing the relationship between land
cover, stream chemistry and biodiversity,"
says S argent. "We have shown that
urbanization has fundamentally changed
the biogeochemical cycles of sil icon and

Jason Felten fi lters debris from a water
sample. Students representing six
academic discipl ines are contributing
to the research project.
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Multiple perspectives
Fu rman EES, biology and chemistry
students and faculty began the River B asin
Research I n itiative in 1 996 with supporting
grants from the National S cience
F oundation, Environmental Protection
Agency, DHEC and the Rockefeller B rothers
Fund. Excluding matching funds provided
by Furman, the program has received nearly
$6 00,000 in grants. Last year, the socia l
sciences (political science, economics and
sociology) joined the initiative.
"Few studies have looked at the social,
economic and governance issues that
contribute to the water qual ity of a region,"
says S argent. "The physical sciences can
only delineate the water qual ity problem.
A social science perspective is also needed

Last summer, political science majors
examined the poli tical pl ayers and
governmental agencies that could play a
role in drafting legislation that would improve
the river. They also outlined the h u rdles
such legislation might face, such as multiple
ju risdictions and the perception by some
that the river water is p u re . S tudents also
i nterviewed elected officials, members of
residential groups, and officials with DHEC
and the Army Corp of Engineers.
S ociology majors, meanwh ile, helped
compile and conduct more than 800
telephone interviews of residents living in
the watershed. They asked q uestions about
income, recycling habits and perceptions
of water quality, and learned that 70 percent
of the people polled felt that it was important
to clean up the water. In addition, almost
half of the residents correctly identified run-

"Our students are writing about and presenting their research
at conferences. Their research and presentations compare
favorably to what many graduate students are doing."

off as the primary source of most river and
stream polluti on .
"The idea was t o discover people's
attitudes and behaviors as they relate to
water q uality and to use this informati on
down the road in making policy," says
sociology professor D avid Redburn.
Research conducted by economics

"It really was amazin g to d o so well,
especially considering the competitio n ,"
says Helps. "It helped me to realize and
appreciate the value of my research."
Two other students, chemistry major
Louise Parsons and EE S m ajor Leslie
Shaver, won the best student poster
presentation award at the meeting of the

majors determined that most residents i n

Southeastern Section of the Geological

the watershed would support a $20 increase

Society of America i n Raleigh .

in their water bill to help clean up the river.
The students also discovered that the higher

B ut aside from t h e research
opportunities it af fords, the River B asin

a resident 's income and education, the

I n itiative gives f uture geologists, biologists,

stronger the support for cleaning u p the

economists, sociologists and chemists a

water.

powerful i ntroduction to the needs and

E conomics professor Ken Petersen,

discover that research and data collection

research foun d that young adults - those

can be monotonous and grueli n g .

higher value on water q uality. In addition,

"It' s a l ot of h a r d work," says H elps,
who is planning a career i n fisheries

by examining housing costs i n the water

management. "B ut it can be rewarding

shed , students were able to conclude that

when you know that you are breaking new

consumers value the river as a "non-traded

groun d . I hope what we are doing here

commodity."

today will make a difference i n people's

"All other things being equal, the closer
to the river your house is, the h i g h e r i ts
val ue," says Peterson .

Just the beginning
Such large research u ndertakings are
u nusual at state u niversities with graduate
level programs. They are even more of a
rarity at private, u n dergraduate liberal arts
colleges.
"What makes this program unique is
the i nterdisci plinary collaboration between
the six departments, the size of the project,
and the undergraduate focus," says Sargent.
"Our students are writing about and
presenting their research at conferences.
Their research and presentations compare
favorably to what many g raduate students
are doing."
I n Apri l , Helps' presentation titl ed "A
study of body morphology and microhabitat
use of several fish species in the E noree
River B asin" won second place at the
meeting of the Association of Southeastern
B iologists in New Orl eans. He was one of
just a handful of undergraduates competing

a backdrop for Louise Parsons as
she takes water-quality measurements
with a conductivity meter.

req uirements of researc h . And many

who helped coordinate the study, says the
i n their 20s and 30s - tend to place a

A discarded refrigerator provides

lives down the road."
And it's benefiting m o re than Fu rman
students. Last s u m m e r underg raduates
from Notre D ame, Trinity, E lon, Muskingu m ,
Centre, t h e U niversity o f t h e South a n d
Hendrix - most of t h e m biology, chemistry
and EES majors - joined Furman students
in t he project. This sum mer, students from
E rskine, B irmingham Southern , Centre,
Trinity, Eckerd, Northwestern, Pomona and
The Citadel will be a part of the research
team . Five students from the U n iversidad
Metropolitana in San Juan, Puerto Rico,
will also participate.
Sargent says collaborating with
students from other colleges and different
academ i c disciplines helps researchers
expand their horizons.
"We have economics, chemistry,
biology, earth and environmental sciences,
sociology and political science majors
all working side by side on the same project,"
he says. "Often the sciences will take a

This summer, the River B asin Research
I n itiative torch has been passed to a new
g ro u p of 33 students. They will build on
the research of their predecessors
collectin g and analyzing more data,
takin g polls, studying demograph ics
and environmental policy.
Sargent says the students will complete
several studies that examine the relationship
between land-use patterns and water quality.
And they will continue to take water samples
and study aquatic organisms in the streams.
'T here are a lot of tributaries that we
did not get to last year," he says.
Although the c urrent focus of the River
B asin Research I nitiative is the E noree and
Saluda river basins, plans are i n the works
to expand the research to the nearby
Seneca, Tyger and Pacolet watersheds.
Sargent says that the contin u ed
economic development in the region has
made water q uality a pressing issue
throughout the region. He expects research
in this field to become a staple of the
s u m me r research program at Furman.
"As long as there is economic growth
in the area, the biology and chemistry of
the water is going to change," he says.
"And we're going to need to continue
to monitor it."

narrow, specialized approach, but this
program has all owed our students to realize
the big picture."

in a 93- student field.
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Spring Fever
Life on campus is never so busy- or so beautiful- as in the spring.

M

aybe it's the way the oaks along the mall seem to explode all at once

a poll one day to determine exactly how many alumni actually decided to

into a canopy of green.

attend Furman the moment they came around the curve at the entrance to

Maybe it's the way the dogwood, cherry and crabapple trees lining the

walkways suddenly emerge in a symphony of pink, red and white.
Or maybe it's just that we're all sick of the drudgery of winter and ready
for a change of pace.
Whatever the case, the tempo of life at Furman definitely shifts into
high gear with the start of spring term each year. Long before the trees and

the university and first saw the fountains through the front gates.
And although the extensive building program of the last few years has
resulted in some significant changes to the campus, the new facilities fit
seamlessly into the landscape, as if they've been here for years.
For university photographer Charlie Register, spring offers opportunities
to see and shoot scenes and settings that aren't available at any other time.

flowers emerge, students shed their winter clothes for shorts and T-shirts

On the next few pages are selections of Charlie's photos from this spring

in anticipation of the day when the university blossoms in a harmonic

and those of the last few years.

convergence of color and energy.
The Furman campus is generally acknowledged to be the university's
most enduring and reliable asset. Indeed, many students say they were
attracted to Furman because of its beauty. Perhaps someone will conduct

Perhaps they'll conjure up special memories of days gone by- or
instill in some of you a desire to return to the campus when it is once again
touched by spring.

-Jim Stewart
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uilding Bet
Furman's revamped education program is designed
to provide future teachers both the instruction and
the support they need to excel in the classroom.

By Nancy Spitler

t's two weeks before the statewid e
Palmetto Achievement Challenge Tests

"What d o the Nazi-era ad s convey
about how Nazis viewed Jews? Who is

(PACT) begin, and Kelly Z abel, like
teachers all over S outh Carolina, is busy

this guy with the moustache?"
"What can you tell about the artist from

prepping her eighth-grad e stud ents. Tod ay,
the lesson is on infer ences - id entifying

the collection of paintings? How are the
people d ressed ? In what century do you

them in literature and making assumptions
based on those inferences.

think he lived ?"
"What d oes the artwork convey about

B ut this is not your mother's E nglish
class. Desks are not in straight rows; groups

the Holocaust ?"

of t hree or four stud ent s are i nstead
clustered around the classroom.
Z abel begi ns the class by talking about
television shows and movi es, asking
stud ents to name t hose wi th a mystery
theme. They respond enthusiastically with
"The Pink Panther," "Murd e r, S he Wrote"
and ' ' The X - Files." As the d iscussion starts
t o veer toward specific shows and movies,

As the groups finish each mystery, they
move to the next until they have "solved "
them all.
Perhaps the most striking aspect of

to compare inferences to clues in the

outspoken than others, but all are engaged .
And as Z abel moves from group to group,

letter, postcard s by an impressionist painter,
ad s fr om Nazi-era magazines and news
papers, artwork and photos commemorating
the Holocaust, and a photo album of a
specific time in Z abel's life. E ach group is
inst ructed to examine the "evid ence," gather
clues, and d etermine what inferences can
be mad e.

in the d iscussions. S ome are more

she continues to spark more comments
and questions. The stud ents are alive and catching on to the concept of
inferences.

Five-year plan
Although she exhibits the classroom
presence of a seasoned veteran, this is
Kelly Z abel's first year as a teacher. A 2000
F urman grad uate who majored in ed ucation,

As the stud ents get d own to work, Z abel

Z abel is one of 1 0 stud ents who were the

wand ers from group to group, asking lead ing

first to participate in F urman's red esigned
teacher ed ucation program.

questions, prodd ing and encouraging the
students to thi nk a little d eeper, urging them
to di scover for themselves:
"Who do you think these people are

12

"You're on the right track. Keep going
i n that d ir ection."

this exercise is that every kid is participating

Z abel t hen hand s each group their own
"mystery." S he provid es a short story, a

students at Palmetto Middle School.

d ifference if I told you it was used as part
of a sermon in church?"

Z abel gently (but firmly) brings the stud ents
back to the topic at hand , and they begin
mystery shows and movies.

Kelly Zabel works with eighth-grade English

"What d o you think t he string of pearls
represents in the story? Would it make a

The revised program requires stud ents
to spend their first three years in trad itional
cou rse work. The fourth year, which

that keep showing up in these photos?

previousl y includ ed the teaching internship

What's going on in the background ?"

(stud ent teaching), now features an

All photos by Charlie Register

ter Teachers

"integrated senior block ," a combination
of three team-taught courses paired
with opport unities for prolonged field experi
ences. It consists of an early internship
in a school, followed by a mixtu re of
research, seminars, classroom teaching
and mentoring designed to better prepare
students for what is called their "i nduction
year" of teaching.
Although students receive their under
graduate degree after the fourth year, they
remain in the program for a fifth year. At
the start of the year they are placed with
a local school district, given charge of a
class and assigned to work with an
experienced teacher, who serv es as their
mentor. Under this system , they complete
the yearlong induction period while being
paid by the district, and they recei ve 1 5
hours of graduate credit in courses designed
specifically for them. They earn formal
teaching certification in January.
Twenty-one Furman students recently
earned their degrees and will be placed in
two different school districts next year.
Z abel and her associates in the "Alpha"
group work ed exclusively i n Anderson
District I. Next year, the program will expand
to S partanburg District 6 .
Although the Alpha students had the
option of completing Furman's traditional
f our-year program, they chose to pilot the
f ive-year plan. B ut that choice no longer

First-year math teacher Elizabeth Dodd's bulletin board features everything from schedules and
announcements to photographs and special notes from students.

"The things new teachers need the most are time and nurturing.
They have the skills and the knowledge. They need the
confidence. They make 4,000 decisions a day in the classroom!"
13

"All ten of the first class of students have already made
presentations at state or national professional meetings,
and now are looking at publishing. This level of scholarship
is coming much sooner in their careers than is typical."

exis ts . From now on, all Fu rman s tudents
enter the education program wi th the
unders tanding that they will participate for

Furman andto fit the needs of local districts ."

five years . The exceptions : m us ic and

The model for the "Teacher-to-Teacher"

certified to teach; 40,000 are in the
class room teaching."
The mentoring as pect of Furman's
program aims to decreas e the number that

heal th and exercis e s cience ( phys ical

program, s ays Q uas t, came from Anders o n

leave the teaching profess ion after their first

education) s tudents , for whom the five-year

Dis trict I , which al ready h a d a mentoring

year or two. Veteran teachers agree that

program is not a good fit.

program in place for firs t-year teachers .

it's needed.

Why the change?
Furman has always been known for
produci ng quality teachers . F o r years ,

Geneal Cantrel l , who was trai ni ng mentors

"I t's s omething I wis h I had had when

in Anders on , was brought on board to help

I s tarted teaching," s ays L ynne Balentine,

pilot the new program.
Today, fourth-year (senior) s tudents i n

who has been teaching for 1 8 years and
this year has been releas ed from class room

Furman graduates have pass ed the

F urman's education program take part in

duties to mentor fou r firs t-year Fu rman

s tandard teacher exams at a higher rate

an integ rated unit that incorporates

teachers in Anders on Dis tri ct 1 . "It gi ves

than the norm.

technology, divers ity, curriculum and

the new teacher an ear, a confidant. The

ass ess ment instruction and is taught by

principal is an evaluator and a hel per. The

s elf-s tudy as part of the accredi tation

four faculty members . "I don't i ndi vi d ually

mentor just helps .

process . Then in 1 997, Furman was one

grade thos e ass ignments ," s ays Q uas t.

of eight col leges to receive a grant from the

"I do that with three other profess ors .

But in 1 995, the department began a

"We let them try their ideas , and we let
them fal l on their face and then pick them

BeiiSouth Foundation titl ed "Re-Creating

We d o the s ame with per formance in

up. There are no cons equences . We try

Colleges of Teacher E ducation."

the class room."
And according to Cantrell, this joint

to give that extra s ecurity and that extra

Among other things , the grant provided

boos t."
Cantrell echoes thos e s entiments . "T he

fundi ng for a cons ultant to evaluate

approach, both to grading ass ignments and

F urman's program and for members of the

ass ess ing class room perf ormance, has a

things new teachers need the most are time
and n u rturing. They have the s kills and the

department to travel and s tudy other

very pos itive res ult. The i ns tructors can

programs . Les ley Ann Q uas t, then chair of

provide new teachers with s pecific ins ight

knowledge. They need the confidence.

F u rman's education depar tment, and Hazel

in s pecific areas . With the firs t 10 Alpha

They make 4,000 decis ions a day in the
class room! "

Harris , di rector of graduate s tudies and

students las t year, Cantrell s ays , "E ach of

profess or of education, were invited to

us i ntuitively looked at a different part of

participate in a conference on the extended

the puzzle, s uch as a student's manneris ms

programs s pons ored by Brown and Wake

or language. There were many benefits to

Nine of this year's 1 0 first-year teachers

Forest univers ities .

having all of us together to s upervis e thes e

are planni n g not only to conti nue teaching,
bu t to remain in South Carolina. Seven of

The combination of the cons ultant's
s ugges ti ons , the s elf-s tudy and the vis its

s tudents ."

A n d s he is pleas ed a t t h e difference
the mentoring program s eems to be making.

them will be working in Anders on District I.

to other schools helped the department

Time and nurturing

identify weakness es in F u rman's teacher

The need for mentoring first-year teachers

"I've been teaching 20 years ," s ays
Cantrell. "I s t ill need affirmation, s upport,

education program. The faculty determined

is wi dely recogn ized. The s tate of South

encouragement and advi ce. E veryone

that Furman education s tudents needed

Carolina requ i res s chool districts to have

needs a pat on the back."

better instruction in the areas of ass ess ing

s ome kind of mentoring program i n place,

s tudents , u nders tandi ng cultu ral divers ity,

and Anders on Dis trict I is cons ideri ng a

Balentine is mentori ng two teachers at
P almetto Middle School and two at P almetto

and i ntegrating technol ogy across the

mentoring program for s econd-year teachers

P rimary. "The things they're learning this

curricul um. The department als o concluded

as wel l . Mentori n g helps not only fi rst-year

year it took me years to learn," s he s ays .

that s tu dents were not s pending enough

teachers , but s chool s ystems and the state

"When you first s tart and clos e that class 

time in the class room, es pecially in field

as wel l .

room door, you' re in a world by yours elf.
When you have s omeone with you s ome

experiences prior to the teaching interns hip.

" I n t h e next five to s even years ," s ays
Cantrell, "we'll need to h i re 2.5 million

ti mes , it gives you another adult you can

teacher education program," s ays Q uas t,

teachers nati onwide. Currently there are

run things by.

"we fou nd there was not enough time to fit
everything i n , es pecially as we identified

three million total teachers . We los e at
leas t 30 percent after the firs t two to three

"You're the only adult in that room of
kids , s o there's a tremendous s ens e of

needs in the program."

years . In South Carolina, 1 48,000 are

is olation. By the s ame token, I am learning

"As we looked at trans forming our

14

The s olution is a program that,
according to Q uas t, is ''tailor-made to fit

Elizabeth Dodd offers
a student some one
on-one attention.

s o m uch from them, proba bly more tha n

out in the field, we s ee what it is they' re

they lea rn from me.

ha ving to dea l with. As a res u lt, we ma ke

s tudents s pend their fifth yea r doing wha t

a lot of cha nges to the fieldwork."

was once consi dered s tudent tea c hi n g -

"I s ta rted tea c h i n g when s tudents sat

Whi le s tudents i n their fourth yea r

i n t he i r st ra ight little rows , a nd you were
judged on whether your students were quiet.

s pend time both obs e rving a nd t ea c hi ng ,

And in a s ens e, F u rma n education

but with a twis t. Ca ntrell des cribes it as a
pai d i nterns h i p with a pa rt ia l sa la ry. They

Now it's no longer the 'sa ge on the s ta ge.'

they a ls o become a c q ua inted with the

receive a ll fringe benefits p l us 1 5 hours of

They encourage s tudents to work together

commun ity where they will be pla ced.

g ra d uate credit, a ll of which a re pa id for by

more a nd do more colla bora tive lea rn i n g

Accordi n g to Ca ntrell, they meet with

the s chool dis trict. Students who choos e

projects ."

principa ls, couns elors , pa rents, high s chool

t o continue worki ng towa rd their mas ter's

s tudents , lifelong citizens of the community,

ca n complet e it the s um m e r a fter their

And s he's been a ble to offer her first
yea r tea chers va rious kinds of s upport.

the s uperintendent, the pos tmas ter a nd

inducti on yea r a nd begin thei r s econd yea r

"I've ca lled her a lot this yea r, " sa ys Za bel.

s ocia l workers . "They rea lly know the

of teachi n g with a n a dva nced degree.

E liza beth Dodd, who is t ea c h i ng s event h

communi ty by the time they s ta rt teaching, "

g ra de math, found hers elf counting on

s he sa ys .

Ba lent ine i n a different wa y ea rly one

n ew theme

"We don't wa nt j us t to put tea chers out
there u n l ess t here's a s trong s upport
s ys tem," sa ys Q uast. "What we wa nt is for

morning when s he woke u p with s evere

A

a bdomina l pa in a nd fea red that s he ha d

The F u rma n educa ti on depa rtment's new

To do s o, they need a ll the experi ence,

a ppendicit is . Dodd, who is from Florida,

theme is "P repa ri ng educators as s chola rs

knowledge a nd a dvi ce they ca n get - which

had no fa mily nea rby, a nd Ba lentine ended

a nd leaders ." You hea r it ba ndied a bout i n

is wha t Furma n's "Tea cher-to-Tea cher"

up being "Mom" as well as mentor that da y,

meetings a nd s ee it printed on pocket f olders

progra m is a ll a bout.

s pending the morning at the hos pita l .

a nd pencils .

The reva mped teacher educa tion
progra m will conti nue to evolve to better
meet students' needs . According to Ca ntrell,
after the first yea r both principa ls a nd

people to s ta y in the profess ion."

But a ccording to Q uast , it's not j us t a
p h ras e. It's rea lity.
"All ten of the first class of s tudents
have a l rea dy ma de pres entations a t s tat e

mentors sai d, "The s tudents need more

or nationa l profess iona l meeti n gs , a nd now

time in t he class room before the induct ion

a re l ooking at publis h ing," s he sa ys . "This

yea r." I n res pons e, the depa rt ment

level of s chola rs hip is coming much s ooner

scheduled more class room time for students

in their ca reers tha n is typica l."

d u ring the fourth yea r.
"We prepa re them a nd s end t hem out,"
says Ca nt rell. "And after working with them
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By Vernon Burton

ark Twai n once said,
"Travel is fatal to
prejudice, bigotry and
narrow-mindedness - all foes to
real understanding. Likewise,
tolerance or broad, wholesome
charitable views of men and things
cannot be acquired by vegetating in
our little comer of the earth all one's
l ifetime."
My home place is the small, rural
town of Ninety Six, South Carolina,
only about 65 miles from Furman.
But in 1 965, when Twas a Furman
freshman, it might as well have been
the other side of the world. Furman
opened up that world for me, and to
this day I treasure the special quality
of my alma mater and of Ninety Six.
Growing up in Ninety S ix,
I learned the importance of
community. That lesson was
strengthened at Furman, where I felt
a sense of belonging and mutual
obligation and where I learned that
scholarly and teaching interests
should not be walled off from the
broader world.
Over the years I have been
fortunate to receive a number of
teaching awards, including the
Outstanding Research and Doctoral
University Professor of the Year
for 1 999 from the Council for
Advancement and Support of
Education and the Carnegie
Foundation. I am deeply honored
and humbled by these honors, but
the person who really deserves credit
for any of my accomplishments is
my mother. Her life of hard work,
devotion to God and generosity of
spirit instilled in me the knowledge
that a faith-filled life and caring for
others are what is important.
Whenever I have received an
award for teaching, I have tried to
accept it on behalf of all professors
who care about educating young
people. And as a result of this
recognition, I have been asked to

M

present numerous talks and
workshops about effective teaching.
I always begin such talks by
acknowledging the importance of
the community values which I
learned in N inety Six and which were
reinforced during my wonderful
years at Furman. This sense of
community came from fellow
students, many of whom became
l i felong friends, and from Furman
faculty and administrators who have
been mentors and inspirations to me
as a teacher and scholar.
Thinking about teaching and
community reminds me of a story.
After weeks of rain and flooding
in January and February, snow began
to fal l . More than two feet fel l i n
South Carolina's Oconee County,
part of that area of Appalachia that
runs through the two Carolinas and
Georgia.
One backwoods community was
totally cut off from the world for
more than two weeks. Finally, the
National Guard was sent in by
helicopter. The rescue team came
to an isolated, ramshackle cabin and
fought its way through the waist
high snow drifts.
The rescuers beat on the door of
the home of a husband and wife and
their dozen or so children. When
the husband answered, a Guardsman
exclaimed, "Thank goodness we
found you. We are here for relief."
And the old mountaineer said, "Well,
we ain't got much but you are sure
welcome to share what we do have.
Help yourself."
Sometimes teachers and scholars
at large research universities such as
my current institution, the University
of I l l inois, with its 36,000 students
and more than 2,000 faculty, feel as
isolated as this Carolina mountaineer.
My background as a student at
Furman and my relationships then
and now with the faculty there have
given me the impetus to be the kind

of teacher I had as an under
graduate. I learned at Furman that
the academy forms a special kind
of community, one where students
and teachers benefit from cooperat
ing with one another. And, like the
old mountaineer, Furman faculty
are always willing to help.
s it is today, Furman in
1 965 was the best school
in South Carolina, and
most of the students were from
upper-middle-class fami l ies. In
one of my first history classes,
Winston Babb, a wonderful person
and teacher, spoke about how, when
he carne to Furman, everyone knew
what a "lint head" was, but that for
the last 1 5 years not one student
had any idea about the meaning of
the term.
For some reason, I spoke up
and told him I had worked i n a
cotton mill. From that day forward
Dr. Babb "adopted" me. I suppose
that is why I became a h istory
major, because of his personal
interest in me. I suspect it was
mainly his doing, though I do not
know for certain, that I was selected
for the Ford Carnegie Harvard
Yale-Columbia Intensive Summers
Studies Program that led to my
becoming a college professor.
The remarkable Furman
history department consisted of
caring and giving people to whom
I will always owe much. Aside
from Babb, who was chair at that
time, D.H. Gilpatrick stil l taught a
course as the grand old intellectual
of the department. Albert Sanders,
who supervised my senior honors
thesis, brought tremendous
humanity and kindness to his work.
Newton Jones taught the love of
research, and Ed Jones expanded
our horizons. Jim Smart taught us
that history brought order to chaos,
and B i l l Leverette showed us that

A
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Burton credits the
influence of his mother,
Vera, with much of his
success. She accom
panied Vernon and wife
Georganne to Furman
last fall, when daughter
(and granddaughter)
Beatrice enrolled as
a freshman.

history offered a way t o understand
life.
Elsewhere, Spanish professor
Carey Crantford shared with his first
year students the excitement of
learning and teaching in the
classroom, and religion professor
David Smith reached out to me in a
special way. Psychology professor
Charles B rewer, a demanding
instructor and a super-organized
lecturer, exemplified the hard work
that goes into being an excellent
teacher. Although I never had them
for classes, A.V. Huff, John B lock
and William Lavery joined the
history department during my senior
year and taught me one-on-one. Huff
brought his minister's sense of caring,
and his commitment to social justice
inspired many Fmman students.
Furman administrators and staff
also took a strong interest in students.
Dean Marguerite Chiles and student
center director Betty Alverson taught
by example about giving to students
and to the community. Lynn
Christian, an administrative secretary
in student personnel and financial
aid, was exceptionally kind. John
Crabtree talked with me about
becoming a college professor and
designed a special course for students
he thought might be interested in
going on to graduate school. Ernest
Harrill, who was then a dean as well
as a professor of political science,
was the embodiment of the scholar
who worked in his community to
make a more just society.
Then, too, a young campus
18

chaplain, Jim Pitts, challenged
students of faith to think about issues
of social justice. When Pitts brought
Benjamin E. Mays to the Furman
campus, I discovered that Mays,
a great theologian and the spiritual
godfather of the Civil Rights
Movement, was from my hometown
- and the tragedy of segregation in
the South was made known to me in
a very personal way.
At Furman in the 1 960s, some
of us became involved with the Civil
Rights Movement. Now, because I
study race relations, I have been
called as an expert witness in
discrimination and voting rights cases
that have helped increase minority
representation. Furman taught me
that good teaching and good living
require giving something back to the
community, and the Furman faculty
exemplified this ideal. These
professors and administrators were
part of a great tradition of teachers
who truly care for their students and
want the best for them. The tradition
continues at Furman to this day.

T

eaching is a calling with
many rewards, money being
the least of them. If anyone
becomes an academic for the money,
then that person is clearly not smart
enough to be teaching.
The best professors view
teaching as a responsibility and as a
joy. They see it as an opportunity to
explain to the next generation why
we do what we do and why we are
excited about being part of the

academy. Even as we were recruited,
we must recruit the next generation
with our enthusiasm for what we do.
Yet teachers do not deliver
services like car salesmen. Yes, we
want our students to learn and to
grow, but while we want them to
have a good experience, it is not the
same as customer satisfaction in the
business world. Learning is often
an uncomfortable experience. We
cannot guarantee customer satis
faction, because some students would
expect an easy load with excellent
grades. Good teachers demand a
challenging workload and insist upon
rigorous thinking.
I have built my teaching career
around five specific principles.
The first is the development of
a teaching philosophy - a mission
statement based on discipline,
curriculum, certain pedagogical
premises, and on my own beliefs.
did not learn this mission statement
at Furman, but devised it over the
years. Yet it was at Furman that I
first began thinking about
philosophy.
The second has to do with
"smart" preparation, or teaching in
a way that students can understand
and that makes sense to me. This,
of course, does not mean cramming
two hours' worth of content into 50
minutes! Smart preparation includes
knowing when to be flexible. As far
as I know, Socrates did not have a
rigid calendar for his students to
discover meaning. I may not have
realized it during my undergraduate

Strong credentials
days, but this smart preparation
is something at which Furman
faculty excel.
Number three has to do with
my own personality as a teacher.
I try to build on my strengths and
acknowledge and accommodate my
many weaknesses. When I came to
Furman, I was confident about many
things but insecure about grammar.
I talked "country." One professor
affectionately included in a letter
of recommendation, which the
foundation later shared with me, that
I was the "most unsophisticated"
student he had ever encountered at
Furman. He went on to talk about
how he and other faculty members
were at work polishing their
"diamond in the rough."
The teachers at Furman
encouraged my curiosity and dili
gence and were patient with my lack
of sophistication. Because they
believed in teaching, they were
willing to invest the extra time to
help a student who had not come
from an academic background. Now,
whenever I devote extra attention to
student "unsophisticates," I am
simply passing on some of Furman's
investment i n me.
Number four has to do with
students. From my days at Furman,
I learned that when I prepare for
class, I want to start from where the
students are, from their world and
their vantage point. Too often, it
seems, faculty believe that students
are, in the words of the Tappet
Brothers (Click and Clack of
National Public Radio's "Car Talk"),
"unencumbered by the thought
process." A good teacher respects
students where they are as a
beginning point before bringing them
along to a higher intellectual plane.
I like to use metaphors to which
students can relate. This means
changing my metaphors to keep up
to date because, while I am not
getting any older, the students get
younger evety year. Furman faculty
have always valued students as
members of the community - future
citizens who will be running the
country in 20 years and making
decisions that will have an impact
on you and me.
I sha l l be forever grateful for
how Furman faculty and admini
strators respected and worked with
me. In l ike manner, I have tried to
teach students to think, to have

compassion and integrity, and to be
problem-solvers.
Finally, good teaching requires
passion. Furman faculty passed on
to me their enthusiasm for teaching,
and I want to do the same for my
students. If I can do that, I am
making a contribution to the
community.

S

orne say teaching will
become obsolete in the near
future, that students will sit
at home and take classes through the
Internet from specialists who work
in a virtual university populated by
shadow colleagues. I don't think so.
Used correctly, technology
will enhance teaching, because
computers can encourage active
learning and help students use and
develop their diverse talents and
different ways of understanding.
Faculty, of course, must insure that
information tech-nology is handled
correctly, and that control of edu
cation is not given to managers who
will hire "knowledge workers" in
the name of efficiency.
We in the teaching academy whether at a l iberal arts institution
l ike Furman or at a huge research
establishment such as the University
of I l linois - must support the
democratization of technology.
Technology must not serve to widen
the gap between those who have
access to new information and tools
and those who do not.
We should be ever-vigilant in
this regard. Faculty must insist upon
input in the growth of information
technology. The 2 1 st century
demands a much broader approach
to learning, and new technology can
help us meet that demand. But
technology has the potential to
become a tool of the elite. Our goal
as good teachers who care about the
community must be to democratize
education.
As Winston Churchill said, "The
first duty of a university is to teach
wisdom, not a trade; character, not
technicalities." I believe Furman
lives by that ideal, and that is what
I try to carry with me. That ideal is
also why I am so pleased that my
daughter, B eatrice, has decided to
attend Furman, a great university
committed to teaching.

"My philosophy of teaching is two-fold.
I teach history, and I teach people."
- Vernon Burton

O rville Vernon Burton g raduated from
Furman in 1 96 9 and received his P h . D . i n
American history from Princeton University
in 1 976 .
Since 1 974 he has been a member of
the history depart ment at the U n iversity of
Illinois, where he is professor of h istory and
sociology. He is a senior research scientist
at the National Center for Supercomputing
Applications and h eads the initiative for
humanities and soci al science projects.
Named a University Scholar in 1 988, he is
an affiliate of the Afro-American Studies
and Research Program and a member of
the Campus Honors Program.
Burton has written more than 1 00
articles and is the author or editor of six
books, including In My Father's House Are

Many Mansions: Family and Community
in Edgefield, South Carolina ( U niversi ty of
North Carolina Press, 1 985), a Puli tzer Prize
finalist.
Recognized with teaching awards at
the department, school, college and campus
levels, he was designated one of the
University of Illinois' first three "Distinguished
Teach er/Scholars" in 1 999. He was also
named the 1 999-2000 U . S . Research and
Doctoral U niversity Professor of the Year
by the Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching and th e Counci l
for Advancement and Support of Education.
He is a Pew National Fellow Carnegie
Schol a r for 2000-2001 .
Burton's research and teaching
interests i ncl ude race relations, family,
community, politics, religion, and th e
intersection of humanities and social
sciences. He is president of the Agricultural
History Society and has received fellowships
from the Rockefel ler Foundation, the
National Endowment for the Humanities,
the National Science Foundation, the
American Council of Learned Societies, t he
Woodrow Wilson I nternational Center for
Scholars, the National H umanities Center,
the Carnegie Foundation and the Pew
Foundation.
He served this year as th e General
Mark Clark Distinguished Professor of
History at The Citadel.

For more on Vernon Burton, including his
teaching philosophy, visit the University of
Illinois Web at www.history.uiuc.edu/
fac_ dir!burton_ dirlphilos. htm.
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A first-year professor adjusts to the transition from student to faculty member.

s I entered the campus food court, the cashier called
out, "Hon', the computers are down, so you won't

I think there is a distinction to be made regarding being " in"
school and being "enrolled" in school. Being in school is to be

be able to use your student ID to pay for your food.

attending classes in an ongoing p rocess of edification and erudition.

You'll have to use cash, OK?"

This is a life characterized by ample time for reflection, contemplation

D u ring the last year, I have become q u ite used

and lofty ph oto- in- the- university-catalogue pursuits, such as tossing

to being mistaken for a student. Once, in the

a Frisbee on verdant lawns in the shade of stately buil dings named

bookstore, I asked for the faculty discount on my

after wealthy benefactors.

purchase, and was asked in return what faculty

Being e n rolled in school, on the oth er hand, is an altogether
different prospect. The ph rase brings forth i mages of just tryi ng to

member I was buyi ng the books for. On another occasion, a
bookseller appeared in my office and after reading the nameplate
on my door, asked wher e she could find Dr. Ryan. I informed her

make the grade: reading endless textbook chapters filled with terse
prose, studying l ong hours for exams, and writing half-hearted

that she had found h im . Her response: " Ohmigod - you're a

papers, with barely enough time for anything approaching reflection

baby!! "

or contemplation. It is a sad fact of life that being in school usually

I was back in th e food court a few weeks later, standing in line,
when a student walked past and commented, smiling, "Trying to fit

necessitates being enrolled i n school.
From the time I first entered coll ege, my plan h as been to remain
in school as long as possible. Accordingly, wh en I finished my

in with the students, eh?" I laughed and as he passed, I thought
to myself that if I was, it obviously was not working well enough to

bachelor's degree, I promptly began work on a master's degree,

fool h i m .

which led directly to a doctorate. By the time the final sheepskin

M i n e can b e a somewhat awkward position: young enough
to be mistaken for a student by older members of the university
community, but not so young as to confuse the students
themselves. Perhaps this is only fitting for someone making the
transition from student to faculty. A small pri ce to pay, methinks,
for getting to stay in school for life.

was hanging on the wall, the entire decade of the '90s ( plus a wee
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bit of the late '80s and the very early 'OO s) had passed. Knowing
th at I was well suited for being in school and little else, I took the
next step in the academic life cycle and joi ned the faculty.
Th e transition from student to faculty member h as been rather
gradual in many respects. For example, the first duty of the facul ty

Travis Ryan (far left) helps ecology students Jess Anderson and
Wes A niton examine plant and anima/ life in a campus pond.

is to teach, and although I am new faculty, I am hardly a new teacher.

But while it is the priority, teaching is not the end-all be-ail. I

In fact, I have been teaching in one form or another for the majority

am also an active research ecologist, which means I must find time

of my time in higher education , beginning as a tutor and lab assistant

to pursue funding, conduct research, write papers, and stay current

for the chemistry department d u ring my j u n ior and senior years of

in the research being done by others in my field. Being a member

college. My only qualification at that point - I wasn't even majoring

of the academic com m u n ity carries additional professional

in chemistry - was that I had previously made an "A" in the cou rse

responsibilities as well, such as refereeing journal articles, editing

I tutored.

book chapters and reviewing grant proposals. When I look at my

Teaching became a bigger part of my life once I entered graduate
school. I earned my living as a teaching assistant while I worked
on my master's and doctorate. Teaching assistantships are the

"To Do" list and compare it to my "To Do" time, I can only sigh and
lament t hat they only put 24 hours in a day.
Although my move to full-time teaching has been a more-or

conventional means of financial compensation for graduate students

less gentle gradation, other aspects of the transition from student

in the natural sciences. Under this system , graduate students earn
their keep by teaching laboratories and i ntroductory cou rses while

to faculty were abrupt. It seems as though in a single day - the

completing their researc h .
Later in m y graduate career, I was awarded a research fellowship,

first day of classes during my first term last fall, to be exact 
I was suddenly "Dr. Ryan" rather than "Travis."
On average, I am only 10 years older than most of my students,

which allowed me to devote all of my time to research. However,

and we clearly belong to the same generat ion, sharing a common

I knew that there is a premium on teaching experience when applying

set of cultural landmarks. This can be a clear advantage for me in

for jobs in academia. Before long, the practical and economic

the classroom. And it is simple for me to recall being e n rolled in

considerations had me back in the classroom again, teaching
part time at a small state university.
During those seemingly interminable student years, teaching
was on the periphery of my daily endeavors. It was always there,
but it was almost always my last priority. Now that I am no longer
enrolled i n school, teach ing has moved to the front and center of
my professional life so that I may remain in school. And while my
training has prepared me well for teaching, it doesn't necessarily
mean that I was particularly well prepared to become a member of
the faculty.
From the outside, teaching in academia appears a pretty cushy
job. J ust look at the schedule. I teach two classes a term. I meet
each class for an hour a day, and then once a week for a three
hour lab. O u r department has a weekly faculty meeting, and I have
set aside th ree office hours each week where students can drop by
to discuss the course or whatever else may be on their m inds.
That's a grand total of 20 hours of work each week. Summers are
off, not to mention the spring break, Easter, Thanksgiving and winter
holidays. It seems that there would be plenty of time for verdant
lawns, throwing discs and the like.
But there's an awful lot that goes into being on the faculty
that falls outside those first 20 hours of the week. With that i n
mind, here's a list of the thi ngs they don't tell you when you opt for
the full-ti me teaching gig:
It takes anywhere from two to four hours to write a brand
new lecture. Of course, this preparation time will go down after a
while (I hope! ), but I am sti l l new at it.
I am pretty s u re that I spend more time writing my exams
than some of my students spend studying for them . I know with
certainty that I spend more time grading an exam than they spend
thinking about it once they have answered the last question.
Office hours are only the start of being available to students.
I usually manage to drop what I am doing if someone stops i n, and
I make appointments to suit their sched u les. I return e-mails and
phone calls (l ess frequently) on weekends and well after hours.
I believe in the m i ssion of liberal arts education, and th us I
chose to work in an institution that emphasizes undergraduate
education. This gives teaching clear precedence in my activities,
with everything else falling into place behind it.

school and the trappings that accompany that stage of life. I n their
evaluations of my teaching performance, many students list my
ability to relate to them as one of my strengths. Exactly how relating
to them enhances their understanding of general biology remains
a mystery to m e , but they seem to think enough of it to list it.

I have quickly come to understand that being a professor
at a l i beral arts college is no 40-hour-a-week-punch-the-time
clock-pick-up-your-pay-check job. It is more a way of life. And
at the core of it must be a passionate love of learn i n g . That love
of learning should d rive the desire to teach. It not only keeps me
in school, it keeps me on both sides of the lectern.
With my official student-hood less than a year behind me, I find
myself still seated among the students. D u ring winter term and
again in the spring, I audited a course in the philosophy department.
When I look at my schedule - marked by a full-time teaching load,
some modest research activity and some writing, to speak nothing
of my growing fam ily (four children) at home - I tel l myself I can
i l l-afford to add another commitment. But also, how can I not? I
am compelled to take advantage of being su rrounded by scholars
who are quite willing and able to teach. Thus I find myself still
attending classes when I can. I will confess, however, that I am not
so zealous that I take all the exams and write all the term papers.
While I am still in school, I'd just as soon never be enrolled in school
again , thank you very much.
The career I have selected rarely leads to fame or fortune, and
virtually never the two simu ltaneously. It does, however, allow
me to continue filling my head and satisfying my curiosity.
More importantly, it charges me with the responsibility of
helping others do the same. And while the demands on my time
are considerable, teaching provides me with more flexibility in
structuring my daily activities than most other professions allow.
And while I haven't exactly worked Frisbee into my schedule,
I haven't given up hope yet. I am sti ll in school, after all.

Travis Ryan holds bachelor 's and master 's degrees from Western
Carolina University and a Ph. D. from the University of Missouri.
Having completed a one-year appointment in the Furman biology
department, he has accepted a tenure-track position at Butler
University in Indianapolis, Ind., beginning this fall.
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F ·..rmanreports
Special awards, festivities highl ight Founders Week
Student Alumni Council p u l led out all the

becoming president and chief executive

Romania. He was the fi rst missionary

stops in promoting the university's annual

officer. He later served as vice chair and

appointed by the Cooperative Baptist

celebration of Founders Week April 23-27.

chief development officer of CRS Sirri ne

Fellowship and currently serves as the

The group served birthday cake,

and held executive positions with Si rrine

associate coordinator for missions with the

festooned the Johns Hall archway with

Environmental Consultants and Waste

CBF of Florida. He is also founder and

purple and white balloons, plastered the

Management Inc., before retiring in 1 996

di rector of the Gypsy Smith School for

campus with trivia about Furman's history,
and hosted "Alumni Story Night," in which

as chair of Rust Environment and I nfra

Evangelism in Bucharest, Romania.

structu re Inc.

Working closely i n the mission field

Active in com m u n ity affai rs, he estab

with his wife, Kathie Brown Thomas '70, he

of campus days gone by.
As usual, though, the centerpiece of

lished the William L. Carpenter Heart Center
at G reenville's St. Francis Hospital. He has

has established five congregations in France

the celebration was the Founders

chai red the local United Way campaign and

citation accompanying his award, he "is
committed to the right of people to receive

alumni returned to tell today's students tales

and one in Romania. According to the

Convocation, which featured special

been president of the G reenville Chamber

presentations to three men for their

of Commerce and the Greenville Symphony

God's word in their own language and i n

contributions to Furman and to the greater

Orchestra. At Fu rman, he is a member of

t h e i r own context, free from institutional

community.

the Richard Furman Society and Paladin

dominance or constraint."

William Levy Carpenter, a G reenville
engineer, was presented an honorary Doctor
of H umanities degree for his accomplish
ments as a business and civic leader.
Carpenter's ties to Furman date to the
1 920s, when his father taught religion at
the university.
A graduate of the United States Naval
Academy, Carpenter served on active sea
duty for six years before returning to
G reenville and beginning a long association
with the J . E. Si rrine Company, eventually

Club and a life member of the Advisory
Council.

Charles Frank "T" Thomas '71

The Chiles-Harri l l Award, which each
year recognizes a member of the Furman
faculty or staff who has made substantial

received the Richard Fu rman Baptist

contributions to the lives of students, went

Heritage Award, which recognizes a Furman

to Master Sergeant Paul E. Harris of the

graduate who reflects Baptist ideals by

Department of Military Science.

" thinking critical ly, living compassionately
and making life-changing commitments."
Thomas, who earned a Master of
Divinity degree from Southeastern Baptist

Harris, who joined Fu rman's ROTC
program in 1 998, was the primary m i l itary
skills instructor for the freshman and
sophomore students enrolled in ROTC

Theological Seminary in 1 974, has been a

courses. He was an advisor with Furman's

missionary in Burkina Faso, France and

Office of Multicultural Affairs and was
i nstrumental in the ROTC program's
participation in a local youth leadership
program. He completed his three-year stint
at Furman in May and has moved on to an
assignment in Germany.
One of the letters nominating h i m
f o r t h e honor described him a s " the
embodiment of student service. His day
often starts before anyone else's. He arrives
at Furman around 5:30 a . m . to meet any
ROTC students that have training needs
and to prepare for the 6 a . m . battalion
physical training session. He remains in
the department fou r nights a week until
9 p.m. to supervise study hall. He is the
individual behind the scenes who is rarely
seen and rarely recognized but who makes
every Paladin Battalion event possible."
The Chiles-Harri ll Award was estab
lished in 1 998 by Frank Keener '6 4 to honor
Marguerite Moore Chiles, former vice
president for student services, and Ernest
E. Harri l l , professor emeritus of political

Honorees, from left: Paul E. Harris, Chiles-Harrill A ward; William L. Carpenter, Doctor
of Humanities; and Charles F. "T" Thomas, Richard Furman Baptist Heritage A ward.
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science and a former dean of students.
- J im Stewart

Lambert
a M itchel l
Scholar

Jenny Lambert '01 , who was
awarded a Truman
scholarship last spring, is
one of 1 2 students in the
nation to be named a 2001
George J. Mitchell Scholar.
The Mitchell Scholars
were selected from more

Three juniors awarded prestigious scholarship
Two years ago,

Furman was named a Truman
Scholarship Honor Institution because of its
exemplary record in the Harry S. Truman
foundation's scholarship program, which provides
significant financial support to students who are
committed to careers in public service.
If the success of its students in past Truman
competitions earned Furman the Honor Institution
award, then its petformance this year j ustified
the recognition. For the first time in one academic
year, three Furman students - Adair Ford, Hal
Frampton and Arianna McLain - received the
prestigious $30,000 scholarship, which provides
$3 ,000 for the senior year and $27,000 for two
or three years of graduate study.
Of the 592 students who applied from over
300 institutions nationwide, a total of 70 from
5 1 colleges and universities were honored. Only
Yale, with four winners, and the U . S . Military
Academy, with three, matched Furman's success.
Since 1 980, 1 6 Futman students have been named
Truman Scholars.
This year's trio of Trumans have diverse
academic interests but share at least one thing in
common: leadership skills.
Ford (above, left) is a mathematics major
from Williston, S.C., with an interest in working
with at-risk students. Toward that end she hopes
to earn a master's degree, possibly at Harvard,
and eventually pursue a career in the field of
educational policy. To gain additional experience,
she would l ike to participate in the Teach for
America program, i n which students commit to
teaching disadvantaged children for two years
in a rural or inner-city school.
She served as president of the junior class
this year and will be student government secretary
next year. This summer she's interning with the
Department of Education in Washington, D.C.
Ford also admits to undergoing a significant
political conversion during her Furman years.
''I' m active in College Democrats - a converted
Republican," she says, explaining that once she
got to Furman and began examining her beliefs,
she discovered that politically she "actually leans
slightly to the left. You do learn a lot about
yourself in those 2 a.m. conversations."

than 200 applicants for a year
of study at a university in
Ireland or Northern Ireland.
Lambert, who graduated this

Frampton is an urban studies major from
Charleston, S.C., whose interest is regional
planning. He also has aspirations to attend
Harvard, where he would pursue both a law
degree and a master's in urban planning.
Growing up on James Island, located
between Folly Beach and the city of Charleston,
Frampton saw firsthand how a relatively
undeveloped area can quickly become a sprawling
suburban landscape. Since his father is a real
estate agent, he says they have had some
interesting discussions on such issues as planning
and development.
Frampton has been a columnist for The
Paladin and will serve as a vice president of
student government in 200 l -2002. This year, as
president of Religious Council, he led the group
in an analysis of religious tolerance on campus.
"We worked to promote tolerance for all religious
views," he says. "We involved representatives
from all campus groups, conservative to moder
ate, and put together a covenant designed to
promote tolerance and respect."
McLain, who this year was president of
Furman's Residence Hall Counci l , has drawn
from six departments to design her own major,
which she calls "Perspectives on Poverty and
Health." After earning her undergraduate degree,
the Winston-Salem, N.C., resident hopes to enroll
in a joint medical degree/master's program i n
public health and eventually work i n obstetrics
and pediatrics, especially with teen-age mothers.
Her interest in these issues was sparked last
summer, when she traveled to the Dominican
Republic through a Herman N . Hipp international
internship. "We worked in clinics in the barrios,
where sometimes you'd have 800 or 900 people
a day seeking attention," she says. "Many of
them were teen-agers who were pregnant or
already had young children, and I realized that
this could have serious implications for our
culture as well."
This summer, she's staying in the States to
gain further experience on the medical front by
doing research with an immunologist at the
Centers for Disease Control in Atlanta, Ga.
- Jim Stewart

spring with a degree in
political science and history,
will study at University
College in Dublin this fall.
The scholarships were
established by the u.s.
l reland Alliance (a non
partisan, non-profit
organization based in
Washington, D.C.) to educate
future American leaders
about I reland and Northern
Ireland. M itchell is a former
U .S. senator from Maine
who chaired the peace
negotiations in Northern
I reland in the mid-1 990s.
Recipients are between
the ages of 1 8 and 30 and
chosen on the basis of
intellectual distinction,
leadership potential and
commitment to community
service. They receive the
cost of tuition and housing,
as well as a stipend for living
expenses and travel.
Lambert was president
of College Democrats and
co-founder of Students
Building a Better America,
an organization promoting
civic and political awareness
among college students.
She took part in Furman's
study abroad program in
Africa and has worked with
the Special Olympics, the
Piedmont Women's Clinic
and an after-school program
for underprivileged children.
B

Furman reports
U n ivers ity to celebrate m i lesto ne an n iversary
Can you say centiseptuagen iqu iquennial?
Richard Prior of F u rman's classics department, who coined

• The publication of at least four books, including Academy
and College: The History of Furman University's Woman 's

the term, can help, although even he would probably admit that

College, authored by Judy Bai nb ridge, d i rector of educational

it doesn't exactly roll trippingly off the tongue. His explanation

services, and a book featuring selected speeches and newspaper

of the p ronu nciation , with emphasis on the sections in caps:

columns by Furman president David S h i . Phi losophy professor

CENTI (one hundred) septua (seven-) G E N I (-ty) qui (fit-) QUENN

Tom Buford is editing a book commemorating 20 years of the

(-th year) ial (thing) .

L.D. Johnson Memorial Lecture Series. The series, which honors

For the record, it refers to a 1 75th b i rthday or anniversary
- which Furman will celebrate during the 2001 -2002 academic
session.

hardly say and that won't fit i n a

with "1 75th" i n its annou ncements

and a l u m n i on the topic "What Really Matters?" In addition, a
handbook (com piled by student i nterns) documenting the flora

But you can relax. I nstead of using a word that you can

head l i n e , the university will stick

the former u n iversity chaplai n , features talks by faculty, staff

and fauna of the Fu rman campus will be pri nted.
• A special

Furtnan

commemoration at the
Homecoming football

and pronouncements throughout

game October 20

the year.

against East Tennessee

The celebration will officially

State. Fu rman players

kick off September 1 2 d u ring

w i l l wear retro jerseys,

opening convocation and continue

the game program will

through next spring. A comm ittee

highlight the u niversity's

has worked for months to develop

athletic successes, and

a list of activities that will ed ucate

the Furman band will

others about the u n iversity's

perform a special

accomplishments and celebrate

following day, F i rst Baptist C h u rch of G reenville and other

S.C.

c h u rches i n the state with strong ties to Fu rman will celebrate

The Alumni Association plans t o commemorate t h e occasion
in style, beginning with a huge birthday party in front of Cherrydale
on October 20, Homecoming Satu rday. The event will be fun
for the whole family, with balloons, a giant bi rthday cake and a
rendition of "Happy Birthday to You" led by the Fu rman marching
band.
Details for many events are sti l l being arranged, but some
of the major activities will include:
• A 30-mi n ute video, produced by Don Koonce of Greenville,

the university's legacy of faith. Other activities are also planned
for downtown G reenvi l l e during Homeco m i n g .
• Furman Club events throughout t h e year, when t h e Alumni
Association will bring the party to the faithful all over the country.
• Musical programs and concerts featuring the talents of
Furman students and a l u m n i .
• A winter term theme o f "Return t o t h e '50s - Celebrating
the Move." Students will immerse themselves i n the culture ,
music and politics o f the 1 950s, w h e n Fu rman moved from

which will premiere at the university's opening convocation in

downtown G reenvi l l e to the cu rrent campus. The term-long

September and will be circu lated to a l u m n i cl ubs and civic

celebration will feature speakers and entertai nment relevant to

g roups.

the time period.

• An article on Fu rman i n the fall issue of Sandlapper
magazine, a statewide publ ication in South Carol ina.
• The placement of banners with the F u rman and 1 75th

• A three-day conference i n the spring on " U . S . Foreign
Policy at the Dawn of the 2 1 st Century." Former Secretary of
State Madeline Albright is expected to headline the event, which

ann iversary logos throughout the campus and in downtown

will be sponsored by the Richard W. Riley I nstitute of Government,

G reenville. Large banners will hang from McAl ister Auditori u m ,

Politics and Public Leadersh i p .

the James B. D u ke Library and Lay Physical Activities Center.
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musical tribute. The

Furman's rich history, dating t o its founding i n 1 826 i n Edgefield,

I n a move designed to benefit both
prospective students and the admissions
staff, Furman has changed its
admissions deadlines.
Previously, Furman required
students applying under the Early
Decision plan to submit their materials
by December 1 . Under the new plan, to
go into effect in September, the Early
Decision deadline wil l be November 1 5.
Simi larly, the deadline for Regular
Decision will be moved up two weeks,
from February 1 to January 1 5.
Students who apply u nder Early
A. Wolfe Davidson with his bust of Furman's fifth president, William J. McGlothlin.
Davidson's work is also on display at Clemson and the University of South Carolina.

Decision indicate that Furman is their
first-choice college. Applicants will be
notified of the university's decision by

Fair trade

The notification date for Regular

Russian immigrant responsible for sculptures o f Furman presidents

Decision applicants remains March 1 5.

I f the busts of the nine Furman presidents

says the procedural changes were made

December 15, rather than January 1 .

Admissions director Woody O'Cain

displayed in McAlister Auditorium could
speak, they would have an interesting story
to tel l .
A . Wolfe Davidson, a South Carolina
artist and Russian immigrant, crafted all
of the bronze sculptures. Davidson, who
died in 1 98 1 , completed seven of them
in exchange for tuition, room and board
for his daughter, Dorothy Davidson
McCulloch. She graduated in 1 960, but
her father was later commissioned by
the board of trustees to complete busts
of presidents Gordon B lackwell and
John E. Johns.
Now l iving in Alpharetta, Ga.,
McCulloch says her father and grandmother
were smuggled out of Russia after the
Russian Revolution and moved to South
Carolina in 1 922. Davidson had studied
art in his native country.
During the 1 920s, the young artist
learned English and completed odd jobs
that required the skil led hand of an artist.
In 1 934 he enrolled at Clemson University,
where he arranged to sculpt a statue of the
school's founder, Thomas Green Clemson,
in exchange for tuition. That statue is now
prominently stationed in front of Tillman
Hall on the Clemson campus.
In 1 93 6 Davidson married, withdrew
from Clemson and moved to Greenville,
where he taught art at Greenville High
School until 1 943. He also served as
director of the federal arts project in
Greenville, a Works Progress Adminis
tration program that commissioned local

rutists to create public art projects, including
outdoor sculptures and murals.
In 1 948 Davidson accepted a position
as an art i nstructor at Brenau College and
moved his family to Gainesville, Ga., even
though he maintained his contacts in
Greenville and Clemson. When his
daughter graduated from high school, she
wanted to enroll at Brenau. But her father
wanted her to expand her horizons and
attend a school away from home. She
chose Furman.
"My father was extremely close to
Charles E. Blackwood, who was the
head of the art department at Furman,"
McCulloch says. "Together, they went to
see Dr. [John] Plyler [then the Furman
president] about doing presidential busts
in exchange for tuition and room and board
for me. Dr. Plyler liked the idea."
I n addition to the Furman busts,
Davidson also sculpted the tiger in front
of Clemson 's football stadium and a bust
of U.S. Sen. Strom Thurmond that stands
in the law librru-y at the University of South
Carolina.
For years, the Furman renderings were
on display in the James B . Duke Library.
They were moved to the lobby of McAlister
Auditorium in the late 1 980s.
When she returns to Furman,
McCulloch always tries to visit the busts.
"My father enjoyed doing this for Furman,"
she says. "But I think I really got the best
bargain. I received a Furman education."
- John Roberts

for several reasons:
• A December 1 5 notification date

for Early Decision will give the staff more
time before the office closes for the
holidays to field calls that usually result
from decision letters. In the past, Furman
has mailed decision letters just as the
university's Christmas break began, and
families with questions or concerns were
forced to wait until after the first of the
year for clarification. Early Decision
financial aid decisions will be mailed a
few days after decision letters are sent
but before the holidays.
• The earlier deadline for Regular

Decision applicants will give the staff
more time to process and evaluate
applications and to make better-informed
decisions.
• The new application deadline for

Early Decision is more in l i ne with
Furman's peer institutions, making the
appl ication process less confusing for
gu idance counselors and students.
Because some applicants and
guidance counselors may see
admissions materials that list the old
deadlines, O'Cain says Furman will be
flexible in regard to late applicants during
the first year in which the new deadlines
are in effect.
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Furman reports
James T. Stewart, 1 923-200 1
When news of Jim Stewart's death on
February 2 reached the members of the
English department, we were assembled
to interview a candidate for a teaching
position. The candidate was giving a f01mal
presentation and thus merited our attention.
But when we went to lunch later, our focus
shifted to stories about Jim.
"Do you remember," someone asked,
"when he had gout and used his walking
cane to propel himself up and down the
hall on his roll ing desk chair?" Those of
us who had been around Furman for at
least 20 years remembered. I , for one,
could still see him rolling along through a
throng of students as they changed classes,
looking at me with that trademark grin on
his face - that expression that seemed to
say, "Yes, I know. I ' m total ly aware that
I ' m being eccentric."
The two most enduring stories about
Jim predated any of us. In fact, when I
came to Furman in the fall of 1 964 they
were already part of his legend. For all I
know they may have been apocryphal .
As he used to say, "Pate, don't believe
everything you hear."
But sitting at lunch that day, we told
the stories as if they were true: "When he
played recordings of the Canterbury Tales
to his Chaucer class, he turned the volume
down so students couldn 't hear the bawdy
parts of 'The Miller's Tale."' "One day i n
the classroom he leaned s o far back i n h i s
chair that he toppled over. For a few
seconds, all was silent. Then his face
appeared just above the back edge of the
desk as he announced, 'Claaaaaasssssssss
dissssssmisssssssed. "'
It was appropriate, I think, that we
remembered, celebrated and mourned

Jim Stewart through stories about him. He
was, after all, one of the last great eccentrics
to roll down the halls of Furman. Legends
about him will probably l ive as long as
Furman lives.
But perhaps more important, Jim's
legendary abil ity to tel l stories made him
brill iant in the classroom. His major field
was Renaissance literature, and l i ke the
metaphysical poets about whom he taught,
he could yoke disparate elements together.
Many a student learned something about
Milton from Jim's stories about trains, or
something about composition from his
stories about baseball. Certainly his
eccentricity contributed to his being a
master teacher. How better to get a student
to read "The M i ller's Tale" than to suggest
that parts of it are unfit for ears so young?
Former students also tell other types
of stories about him. Susan Tibbetts
Ragan ' 7 5 , for example, had one to tel l
when she came to her 25th reunion last
fal l . As a first-term freshman in Jim's
composition class, Susan had mentioned
that her boyti·iend was a student at Clemson.
In the intervening years, they had no further
conversations about the boyfriend or about
Clemson. Then, just before her graduation,
Jim greeted her with, "Tibbetts, how is that
boyfriend of yours over at Clemson?" "I
was absolutely amazed that he remembered
something I had told him almost four years
earlier," said Susan.
But that was his way with students.
Freshman conferences about comma splices
or quotation marks became less dreadful
because Jim was genuinely interested in
hearing about boyfriends or batting
averages. Students were neither extensions
of his own ego nor pawns to be awed by

Jim Stewart taught at Furman from 1955 to 1992.

his power. They were all individuals who
had their own stories to tel l . And he
remembered those stories for years. That
is why, I think, even after his retirement
in 1 992, one of the first questions com
ing from so many alumni returning for
Homecoming gatherings was, "How is
Dr. Stewart?"
During his years at Furman, Jim was
chair of the faculty for a term, chair of the
English department for several terms, and
director of the Institutional Self-Study from
1 985-87. Those were among his many
important contributions to the l ife of the
university.
His greatest contributions, though,
were to the l i ves of his students. After he
received the Alester G. Furman, Jr., and
Janie Earle Furman Award for Meritorious
Teaching in 1 978, he said to me, "Pate, I
don 't deserve it."
But he did.
- Willard Pate
Professor of English

M i l ler first speaker in Walters Lecture Series
E ugene F. M i ller, w h o taught political
science at Furman from 1 963 through
1 967 and is now a professor at the
University of Georgia, was the inaugural
speaker in the Ernest J. Walters, Jr.,
Lecture Series in Political Thought
April 2. His topic was "Politics i n the
Age of Technology: Are the Classics
Relevant Today?"
The lectureship honors Walters, who
taught political science at Furman for

27 years before his retirement in 1 989.
An expert on political philosophy,
Walters was known for his dedication
to students, love for h is discipli ne and
scrupulous preparation for class. He
received the Alester G. Furman, Jr.,
and Janie Earle Furman Award for
Meritorious Teaching in 1 971 and served
as department chair from 1 979-84. He
died in 1 997.
The lecture series was established

by Walters' students, family and friends
and sponsored by the Department of
Political Science and the Richard W.
R i ley Institute of Government, Politics
and Public Leadersh i p. M i l ler, who
has written extensively on modern,
contemporary and American political
philosophy, was a close friend of Walters
and his wife, Terry, and provided the
i n itial impetus for the Ernest J. Walters
Memorial Endowment.

Judson named
Radel has taught English at
Furman since 1986. Zaborowska,
a former Furman professor, now

to Women's
Hall of Fame

teaches English at the University
of Aarhus in D e n ma rk, a n d
Fessenden is a religious studies
professor at Arizona State
University.

Prodigal
Summer ( H a rpercollins, 2000);
Sa llie McFague, Life Abundant:
Rethinking Theology and
Economy for a Planet in Peril
( Fortress Press, 2000); Barba ra
Brown Taylor, The Luminous
Web: Essays on Science and
Religion (Cowley Publications,
2000). The binding thread
B a rbara Kingsolver,

Da ley, most fa mous fo r his role

Predicaments
Press, 200 1 ) . A

William Aarnes,

in the "police riot" agai nst

(Ninety-Six

student demonstrators at the

press release describes

1 9 6 8 Democratic Conventi o n ,

Predicaments as "a rare book:

served as mayor o f Chicago from

one that is utterly convincing

1 9 5 5 to his death in 1 9 7 6 ,

both in its portraya ls of everyday

leaving a mixed legacy of

American life a n d in its meta

acco m p li s h m ents a n d fai lu res.

poetic reflections." It is a follow

Known as "The Boss, " he was a

up to the Engli s h professor's

larger-tha n-life fig u re, the last

previous collection of poetry,

among these books is a

of the u rban ethnic political

Learning to Dance, which Ni nety

compelli ng ecological sensitivity.

bosses that once domi nated

Six Press p u b lished i n 1 9 9 1 .

The a uthors have done their

American politics, and his

homework in the natural sciences

biography is a lso a history of

p rofessors Gilbert Allen and
William E . Rogers, Ninety-Six

Founded i n 1991 by English

a n d a n chored their literary a n d

American urban development.

theological concepts with a n

The a uthors, j o u rnalists with

Press publishes books of poetry

expertise that never i ntrudes o r

Chicago conn ections, tell their

by authors from South

distracts.
Kingsolver's novel - richer,

story well, although their

Caroli n a . For other titles, visit

j o u rnali stic backgrounds

the Web site at www.furman.edu
; wrogers/96 Press/home. htm .

more sensua lly detailed a n d

someti mes lead them to build

slower-paced than some o f her

conclusions on less secure

other works - situates the

evidence than a historian wou ld

-

FROM ALUMNI

narrative ecology of h u m a n

li ke. Nevertheless, this book

relationships within a n i nformed

is a m ust-read for a nyone

natural eco logy, a llowi ng each

i nterested i n modern America n

George Singleton

to serve as a meta p h o r for the

political history.

People Are Us

other. In The Luminous Web,

- Ron Granieri, History

Taylor brings contemporary

Publi s hi n g , 200 1 ) . This is the
first book of s hort stories from

scientific knowledge about the
cosmos i nto dialogue with

'8 1 , These

( River City

the author, a writing teacher at

FROM FACULTY

religious tradition. Her

the South Carolina Governor's
School for the Arts a n d

expressive and personal narrative

Tracy Fessenden, Nicholas F.

H u ma nities i n G reenville.

style renders this nonfiction

Radel a n d Magdalena J .

Si ngleton has published stories

book hig h ly readable. McFague

begi n n i n g with the credo that

The Puritan
Origins of American Sex:
Religion, Sexuality and
National Identity in American
Culture ( Routledge, 200 1 ) . This

"God is rea lity" and that we are

collection of essays explores how

creates a clear, courageous,
contemporary a n d profo u n d ly
C h ristian "working theology"

Zaborowska, editors,

"to give God glory by lovi ng the

America's Puritan past has

wo r ld and everything in it."

i nfluenced sex, sexua lity a n d

S h e contrasts the cu rrent neo

g e n d e r i n the 3 5 0 years since

in The Georgia Review, Playboy
Shenandoah, New Delta Review,
a n d Glimmer Train. H i s stories
were anthologized in the 1994,
1998 a nd 1999 editions of Best
Stories of the South.
David Axe '00, Anywhere &
Anything (Trafford Publishing,
2000). A press release describes

classical (individualistic)

the Pilgrims came to North

economic perspective of North

America. In a n atte m pt to

this novel as " n ot the average

American C h ristians with a

u nderstand the relationship

tri b ute to the joys of travel."

worldview based on ecological

between Protestanti s m a n d

A young man named Teller,

(interdependent) considerations,

sexua lity i n American life, t h e

making his first trip overseas,

m a ki n g clear the practical a n d

essays exa mine literary a n d

is mugged two hours after

theological choices we face.
- Elaine Nocks, Psychology

cultural topics ranging from

a rrivi ng in Pa ri s. The reader

the 1 7th-century writers

follows the p e n n i less Teller's

Cotton Mather a n d Michael

j o u rney through France and

Adam Cohen a n d Elizabeth

Wigg lesworth through Nathaniel

H u n ga ry, a trip " p u n ctuated

American Pharaoh:
Mayor Richard J. Daley: His
Battle for Chicago and the
Nation ( Little and Brown, 2000).

Hawthorne and Frederick

by a dark cloud of abandon

D o u g lass, and on to the Starr

a n d mistrust."

Taylor,

Repo rt, Monica Lewi n s ky, and
Toni Morrison's Paradise.

M ary Camilla Judson, lady
principal of the Greenville
Baptist Female College from
1 874 to 1 91 0 and the woman
for whom J udson Hall is
named, is one of eight
women selected for the
inaugural class of the
Greenville County Women's
Hall of Fame. The shrine,
established by the local
League of Women Voters,
honors women who have
made a difference in the life
and times of Greenville
County.
A native of Connecticut,
Judson worked throughout
her career for women's rights
and equal educational
opportunity. As a teacher
and administrator at the
Female College, which later
became Greenville Woman's
College and eventually
coordinated with Furman,
Judson encouraged her
students to be active in
public affairs, to think
independently and to excel
academically.
Judson was responsible
for introducing calisthenics
at the school. She even
allowed students to loosen
their corsets and remove
their stays and bustles. She
taught elocution and founded
the first women's club in
Greenville, the college's
J udson Literary Society.
Although her efforts were
considered radical by some
people and on occasion put
her at odds with Baptist
preachers, she persevered
and as a result was greatly
admired by her students.
Her brother, Charles
Hallette Judson, was a
teacher and administrator at
Furman for more than 50
years and brought her to the
Female College during his
tenure as its president.
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Art from the heart
Design, costuming students develop skills
while reaching out to others

Ross McClain and Kathleen Gossman had
essentially the same idea. They just came
at it from slightly different perspectives.
McClain, who joined the Furman art
department in 1 999, wanted his advertising
design students to discover how their work
could have a social impact. " I was looking
for them to create a design that wou ldn't
just push a product but would be persuasive
for a cause," he says.
Gossman, a theatre arts professor since
1 997, sought a project for her costume
crafts students that would allow them to
test thei r sewing ability while contributing
something to the community. "I didn't want
them just to develop skills," she says. " I
wanted them to do something that would
be tangible and link them to the outside
world ."
The results give a new context to the
term "service learning."
During winter term, McClain's ad design
students arranged to work with non-profit
agencies in G reenville to design whatever
the organizations might need, be it
letterhead, poster or Web site. This spring's
costuming class created quilts and hats for
use in the nursery and pediatric oncology
un its at G reenville Memorial Hospital.
The art students, McClain says, worked
with organizations "that don't have m uch
money to promote their goals. The students
were offering their talent to help them get
their message across."
Twelve local agencies, ranging from
the G reenville Free Medical Clinic to the
Humane Society, Literacy Association and
Cancer Society, signed on. The students
went back and forth between the agencies
and the class, discussing and sharing i deas
and developing strategies. At the end of
the term, the agency heads were invited to
the students' project presentations, then
were given the work to do with as they
wished.
A number of the agencies indicated
that they planned to incorporate the
students' ideas into their promotional
packages. Two examples: After seeing
Mary Hooper's work, the South Carolina
Children's Theatre asked her to assist the
ad agency that had designed the group's
previous campaign in creati ng a new look
for next season. Pendleton Place, a
children's shelter, adopted Daiva Liktorius'
teddy bear design for its stationery.
But McClain also measures the success
of the course in other ways. " The students
im mersed themselves in these projects.
They went out and saw what these organi
zations were doing for the community," he
says. "They learned about volunteer

twice

upon a
time

opportunities and developed a stronger
sense of social awareness - and then they
came back to class and educated each
other."
For Gossman's costuming students,
the quilt and hat projects provided a perfect
opportunity for them to, in her words, "test
their sewing skills on a project that had real
meaning."
The quilting exercise requi red each
student to design a n ine-square-inch block
to be incl uded on a 36 -by-45-inch quilt.
While their color schemes needed to be
compatible, the students had fairly free reign
in terms of design. The squares were
incorporated into three quilts, which were
given to the local hospital for use in the
nursery.
The students then moved on to
designing hats - two apiece. While the
style and shape were selected from standard
commercial patterns, the hats reflected the
personalities and creativity of the individual
designers. Once completed - all were
lined with cotton flannel - they were taken
to the pediatric oncology wing to find a
happy home.
(Examples of quilts and hats designed
by costume crafts students can be seen on
the Furman Web at www.furman .edu/
�kgossman/theatre26 .)
" This isn't just about book learning or
skill acquisition," says Gossman. "Students
are challenged by these projects. There's
no shoddy workmanship, because they're
very conscious of creating something unique
and wonderful."
To illustrate her point, Gossman relates
a story from last spring. "There was a little
boy who had been a cancer patient for a
long time, and he had always worn the
same hat," she says. "When he was
presented his new hat, you should've seen
the smile. It was just amazing - and that's
what this project is about."
- Jim Stewart
From top: Daiva Liktorius ' concept for
Pendleton Place; costume crafts students
show off their quilt; Mary Hooper's work
for the South Carolina Children 's Theatre.
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M usic's mammoth undertaki ng :

H ecto r Be rl ioz's Requiem

T he grand and

glorious history of music at
Furman reached a high note on the evening
of May 5, when approximately 500 vocalists
and instrumentalists gathered in Timmons
A rena to perform Hector Berlioz's monu
mental Requiem.
U nder the baton of Bingham Vick, Jr.,
the Furman Singers, Ch orale and
Symphony Orchestra joined forces with
th e G reenville Symphony, G reenville
Chorale and students from the South
Carolina Governor's School for the Arts and
H u manities to present th e mammoth work,
wh ich was hailed as the major arts event
of the year in South Carol i na.
Because it requires so many performers
and such a large performing space, Berlioz's
Requiem is rarely heard. In this concert,
the orchestra was vastly oversized, with 1 2
horns rather than the usual four, eight
bassoons rather than th e usual two, and
1 6 timpani rather than four at the most.
The chorus featured more than 300 vocalists
to match the sound of th e orchestra and
the four brass ensembles that accompanied
the piece. (A large combined orchestra
and chorus typically includes about 250
musicians.)

Berlioz was asked to compose the

Requiem i n 1 837 as a memorial to French
soldi e rs killed during the July Revolution of
1 830. After bu reaucratic delays, it was fi rst
performed on December 5, 1 837, i n Paris.
I nspired by the grandeur of St. Peter's
Basilica in Rome, Berlioz envisioned a
composition that would musically express

the spl endor of Mich elangelo's fresco of the
Last Judgment.
Berlioz was considered a radical
musician during his day. Many of his works
reflect his wild emotional swings and often
break the standard rules of orchestration.
His first public tri umph came i n 1 830 with
the dramatic Symphonie Fantastique.

Author addresses reasons beh ind rising col lege costs
E ven though college tuition increased faster than inflation for most
of the 20th century, few people seemed concerned because the
growth rate in median family income matched the rate at which
tuition increased. However, while family income began to level
off in the early 1 980s, tuition kept increasing, and for the last 20
years the ratio of tuition to median family income has risen sharply.
Why this change? Ronald G. Ehrenberg, an economics
professor at Cornell University and author of Tuition Rising: Why
College Costs So Much, which examines why costs continue to
rise at selective private institutions, addressed this issue and others
during the Marsh & McLennan American Enterprise Lecture at
Furman March 20.
Ehrenberg pointed out that tuition costs are affected by a
number of factors, beginning with an "arms race of spending."
Research, he said, shows that attending a top-quality school pays
off in higher lifetime earnings. People want to buy the best and
tend to believe that cost equals quality, so colleges know they can
raise prices without losing applicants.
Among the other factors Ehrenberg cited:
• The nature of university governance makes controll ing
costs difficult. Faculty won 't accept pay cuts, even though their
productivity does not rise as fast as that in the manufacturing or
service sectors, and trustees are unwilling to push for cost reduction
because they are usual ly selected for their wealth rather than for
their devotion to economic efficiency.
• Pell grants and other federal programs have decreased i n
real value. Additionally, the decrease in the indirect cost rates of
government grants (which means the additional dollars going to
the college as "overhead") impl ies that the lost monies must be
made up somewhere, namely tuition.

• To avoid alienating alumni, who represent every possible
interest group, universities are reluctant to scale back programs.
The concern, Ehrenberg said, is that disgruntled alumni could
convince other alumni not to contribute.
• The drive for recognition in publications that rank colleges,
such as U. S. News & World Report, often affects colleges' decisions.
For example, spending per student is one of the variables in
calculating the rankings. To improve their standing, colleges
increase spending, and to finance the extra spending, they raise
tuition.
Why should anyone who isn't paying for a student's college
education care about these issues? Ehrenberg argues that tax
dollars grant private selective colleges an enormous subsidy.
He points out that contributions to colleges are tax-deductible;
endowment eamings are not taxed; universities do not pay property
taxes; and colleges borrow at tax-exempt interest rates. Therefore,
to finance any given level of government services, the non-college
taxpayers must pay more than they otherwise would. So when
tuition rises faster than median family income, the burden doesn 't
fall solely on families with students in college.
Ehrenberg concluded that trustees could be key players in any
effort to hold down costs, because the incentives for faculty and
administrators to do so are minimal. He also suggested that colleges
share resources, both academic and nonacademic, while also
focusing more on diversifying revenue sources through such
activities as evening programs, weekend certificate education and
distance learning.
- R. David Roe
Prof'essor of Economics/Business Admin istration
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Furman campaign
Class agents help alumni maintain ties to alma mater
I

recently traveled to Charlotte, N.C., where 1 enjoyed lunch with
three Furman alumni representing the classes of 1 983, 1 985 and
1 994.
Because all three have been loyal supporters of Furman, both
with their time and financial resources, I posed the following
question: "What is it about your Furman experience that causes
you to give so much back during such busy times in your l ives?''
All three indicated that they want to do something for a place that
gave so much to them. One alumnus added that Furman's "personal
touch," even years after graduation, motivates him to continue to
play a part in the l ife of the university.
Furman prides itself on its personal touch with students, but
what keeps alumni connected to the university? One of the best
examples is the contacts initiated by the 300 volunteers who serve
in the class agent program.
In September of each year, class agents volunteer to call I 0
classmates of their choice. The purpose of the call is to confirm
address and biographical information, to remind people about
upcoming Homecoming festivities, and to give alumni the
opportunity to make a pledge to Furman.
After these calls begin, I often hear heartwarming "reunion"
stories from agents who have reconnected with friends after many
years of l ittle or no contact. Agents frequently hear about the birth
of children or grandchildren, or about a new job or a major change
in a friend's personal l ife. And on occasion, they learn news about
other Furman friends. Whatever the case, the agent is typically
glad to have made the connection.

As Kelly Pinson Ferguson ' 89 says, "I thoroughly enjoy being
a class agent because it gives me an annual opportunity to get in
touch with classmates and fellow alumni whom I otherwise might
see only during a reunion year. It's also an opportunity to give
something back to Furman in a way that's convenient for me, since
I don ' t live in close proximity to the campus."
Class agents also serve on reunion committees, helping to plan
the reunion activities for their class. In August, all agents are
invited to campus for Leadership Furman, a weekend that combines
training and fun for Furman volunteers.
The university stays connected to alumni through various
publications, Furman Club events, Homecoming and other special
activities. However, a telephone call from a classmate can provide
that special, five-minute reunion that's unlike any other connection
the university makes. Furman is indebted to the 300 class agents
who call 3,000 alumni each year to help them remain a part of a
place that had a defining impact on their l ives.
"Being a head agent is a labor of love that has helped me
assume a sense of ownership in Furman," says Furman Cantrell
' 6 1 . "It was not until 1 really became involved that 1 appreciated
what Furman did for me, what Furman has done for other students
and what Furman is doing for cun·ent students."
- Wayne King
A ssociate Director, Furman Fund
lfyou would like to volunteer as a class agent, please call 1 - 800-

787- 7534 or e-mail King at wayne. king@jurman.edu.

Partners sc holarsh i p program builds relat ionsh i ps

T he Furman Partners program isn't just
a way to make a monetary donation to
the u n iversity. It's a way to give the
u n iversity to students.
Partners is a personalized scholarship
program that donors may choose to fund
in one of two ways. By providing an annual
scholarship with a gift of $25,000 or more
per year, they choose to support one to
four students. By endowing a Partners
scholarship with a $30,000 gift for five
consecutive years, a Partner may support

Furman Partners
do much more
than merely support
a deserving student's
c o l l ege education.
They lead by
exampl e .
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has to offer, i nstead of spending my time
working after class.
"In addition, I hope to attend medical
school, and this idea is so much more
feasible considering I won't g raduate with
outstanding student loans. I would be a
lesser person without the generous
su pport and genuine friendship of Ralph
and Marion Hendricks."
Fu rman Partners do much more than
merely support a deserving student's
college education. They lead by example.

one or more students.
But the focus of Partners, which in

and take advantage of all that this school

Carley Howard '01 , a recipient of the

And perhaps one day, these students who

2000-2001 has 20 members sponsor

the Hendricks-Hillcrest Scholarship funded

have benefited from the generosity of

ing 76 scholars, is not money. It is

by trustee Ralph Hendricks and his wife,

others will reach out to someone else in
the same manner.

relationships. Donors meet and get to

Marion, spoke last fall at a Partners

know the recipients of their scholarships,

l u ncheon . She said, "I have never met

so the donors and the students they

two more hum ble people than Ralph and

To learn more about becoming a member

support are connected i n a personal way.

Marion Hendricks, and I don't think they

of the Partners program, call Susan Day

Many of these acquaintances grow into

have any idea how important they have

Gray '78, director of stewardship at

close friendships.

been i n my life. Because of their financial

Furman, at (864) 294-37 1 6, or e-mail

help, I have been able to dive into Furman

her at susan. gray @ furman. edu.
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gift to benefit
future educators
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Concentric Circles spark support, involvement

Childers '45, have made a gift
to Furman designed not only
to provide support for the
u niversity's future, but also
to ensure that future
generations of Furman
students will be prepared to
help educate children who
need help the most.
The Greenvi l le couple
has established a $1 .3 million
charitable annuity trust that
eventually will fund the Waco
F. Childers, Jr., and Elaine

Duffy Chi lders Special
Education Scholarship Fund.
The scholarship will be
awarded to full-time Furman
students who demonstrate a
desire to teach special needs
children, such as those with
learning d isabilities or who
suffer from physical,
emotional or mental
i nfirmities.
Nelly Hecker, chair of
Furman's education
department, says the gift
"will make it possible for
deserving students to

"C

oncentric Circles" is the concept that Furman
volunteers use to describe the way they involve
themselves and others in the life of the university.
The concept works this way: one constituent
group undertakes an initiative - such as making
a financial commitment to the university - and
then encourages others to do the same, until the
circles broaden to include all who participate, at
whatever level they can.
Of late, Furman has been heartened by a
surge in gifts of all sizes, especially from young,
first-time alumni donors. They are leading the
way in percentage of gift participation this year,
the fourth year in a row in which the Alumni
Association has a goal of 50 percent alumni
participation in giving to the university. Few
institutions of higher learning in the country have
reached that figure, especially on such a consistent
basis.
Why is participation, at every level of giving,
so important? The number of alumni donors
provides an indication of the measure of alumni
satisfaction with the education they received and
with the course their alma mater is pursuing.
Foundations and grants agencies often look at
these figures when determining which programs
and institutions to support, and a strong alumni
participation rate can give a school an advantage
when funding decisions are made.
The national media also tend to take note of
a school's percentage of alumni giving. For
example, Furman, which is traditionally
mentioned i n most l i sts of top national liberal
arts colleges, was included in a March 30 article

in the Wall Street Journal on "hot colleges."
Some of the credit goes to first-time donors.
This year 23 constituent groups 
Concentric Circles - within the Furman family
have already attained 1 00 percent participation
in giving. These groups range from the board
of trustees to the I ibrary faculty, from the
university's housing staff to the National
Development Counci l . In addition, Furman 's
teaching faculty and administrative staff have
broken all-time records in financial support,
demonstrating that their care and concern for the
university goes far beyond their valuable gifts
of time and talent.
As this academic year draws to a close,
Furman is proud that more and greater circles of
alumni and friends are embracing the university's
mission and helping to provide the finest teaching
and learning experience for today's students.
- Don Lineback
Vice President for Development

Whither the Campaign?
The recent surge o f campaign g ifts i s
expected t o bring the total raised t o $1 75
million as Furman begins the celebration of
its 1 75th anniversary this fall . Yet a number
of projects and endowments remain to be
completed, including the library expansion.
The summer issue of Furman magazine will
include information on where the campaign
goes from this point.

complete our program." She
adds, "The leadership and
support for education from
people like Waco and Elaine
Childers present a model of
commitment that we hope
our students will remember
and will want to emulate i n
the future."
Waco was for many
years president and Elaine
vice president of Waco F.
Chi lders, Inc., a real estate
company in Greenville. Their
son, Waco F. Childers Ill '65,
now runs the company.

Rinker Challenge proves major success
L

ast October Leigh an Rinker, vice chair of the board of trustees, and her husband, David, issued a
challenge to all alumni. The challenge was simple: for all alumni who made a gift to the university,
the Rinkers would respond with a gift of $ 1 00 for the expansion and renovation of the l ibrary, up to
$625 ,000.
Alumni responded enthusiastically, and their high level of support made the Rinker Challenge an
unqualified success. The fund drive raised the ful l $625,000 toward the library project.
However, in keeping with the spirit of the Rinker Challenge, which was also designed to encourage
alumni participation, we are continuing our efforts to reach 50 percent participation by June 30, the
end of Furman's fiscal year.
If you have yet to make your gift to the Furman Fund, it is not too late ! Simply send your donation
to the Furman Fund, 3300 Poinsett Highway, Greenvi lle, S.C. 296 1 3 , or call 1 -800-787-75 34. You
can even make your gift on-l ine by going to the Furman Web site (www.furman.edu) and cl icking on
"Giving to Furman."
No matter the method you choose, your support will be greatly appreciated and will help make
the Rinker Challenge a truly memorable effort.
- Phil Howard
Director, Furman Fund

M i nd power
Martin a major model of a modern student-athlete

f or everyone who believes that the
word student-athlete has become an
oxymoron in college athletics, we give
you Furman's Marion Martin.
On the athletic side, he started
his final two seasons at linebacker
for a nationally ranked football team
that compiled an 1 8-6 record during
those years. I n addition to serving
as co-captain of the team last fall, his
final season i ncluded 81 tackles, an
interception and four pass deflections.
On the academic side, he
graduated Phi Beta Kappa, summa
cum laude in June of 2000 with a
degree in chemistry (3.9 grade-point
average) and spent his final year of
football eligibility pursuing a master's
in the same discipl i ne. He will finish
his master's this summer and then
head to Stanford Un iversity, where
he has received a full scholarship to
pursue a Ph.D. in physical chemistry.
Surely, Martin is what the early
proponents of college athletics had
i n mind when they envisioned a
student who was as strong in mind
as in body. It is one thing to be able
to stop a 220-pound running back at
the line of scrimmage. It is qu ite
another to conduct a research project
titled the "Electron Spin Resonance
Studies of Mass-Selected Matrix
Cations."
"Marion did a great job for us and
just kept getting better every year,"
says Furman coach Bobby Johnson.
"He was very disciplined and there's
no question his mental abilities helped
him become a good player. He knew
just what to do and he was never
out of position. It seemed like he
remembered everything a coach ever
told him."
Although the football program
was willing to provide Martin with
scholarship assistance, he never
req u i red a penny of athletic aid
because his academic scholarships
covered the cost of his education.
He was a Beckman Scholar in
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the chemistry department and
was named a National Football
Foundation/College Hall of Fame
Scholar-Athlete, which was worth
$1 8,000 in scholarship aid. He was
also a two-time selection for the
Verizon Academic All-America
University Division football team.
Martin was valedictorian at
Richland N o rtheast High School in
Columbia, S . C . , and scored 1 420 on
the SAT, so academic rigor was the
top priority when he began looking
at colleges. But he also wanted to
play football - he was an all-region
defensive back at Richland Northeast
- which is how Furman entered the
picture.
"At first, I was determined that I
was going to school out of state,"
Martin says. "But when I came to a
Furman football game in the fall of
my senior year, that was all it took to
change my mind. It was like the
perfect college atmosphere."
The S-9, 2 1 6-pound Martin was
red-s h i rted his fresh man year, then
spent the next two seasons as a
backup linebacker. Although he was
improving steadily, Martin discovered
that the analytical m i n d that served
h i m so well in the lab wasn't always
helpful on the football field.
"I definitely went through a stage
when I was thinking too much," he
says. "You have to know what your
responsibilities are, but you can't
analyze everything. If you do, you
react too slowly and then you' re
worthless. I had to learn to use my
intelligence to my advantage and not
to my disadvantage."
Martin moved into the starting
lineup d u ring the 1 999 season, then
had another decision to make after
the season ended. Although he
would graduate the following spring
- and had the academic credentials
to q ualify for any g raduate program
in the country - he also had another
year of football eligibility remaining.

As a Beckman Scholar, Martin received almost $18,000
to support his research interests in physical chemistry.

" D u ring the 1 999 season, I was
almost 1 00 percent positive that I
wasn't going to come back and play
another season," Martin says. "But
once I got away from football during
Christmas break I started feeling that
pull again, that desire to play. My
grandmother always told me we only
pass this way once, so I decided to
take advantage of what I considered
to be a great opportunity."
The Paladins, of course, had
another stellar season in 2000 (9-3
overall with a trip to the Division 1-AA
playoffs) and Martin was glad he
stayed to be a part of it. I n fact, he
wouldn't change anything about his
Furman experience.
"I couldn't have dreamed of a
better situation," he says. "It's been
awesome. That's what made it so
easy to come back for another year.
I told my professors and coaches that
they would probably have to kick
me out before I would ever leave.
I guess we've finally gotten to
that point."
- Vince Moore

Spring highl ights
F urman baseball took a step forward into the dark ages o n April

1 3, when the
Paladins played their first home night game. Lighting for Furman Stad i u m ,
which in 1 956 became t h e first athletic facility on t h e current campus, was
installed in February. It features a total of 1 58 lamps that produce 1 ,500 watts
of power each, providing lighting quality equivalent to that of a AAA baseball
stadium. Although students were away on Easter break, a crowd of 587 tu rned
out to see North Carolina-G reensboro deal the Paladins a 1 0-5 Southern
Conference defeat.
From the realm of club sports, three Furman women were asked to be part
of the select 1 6-member United States women's team at the Junior Pan American
Championships in Montreal, Canada, March 1 2- 1 6. Freshmen Sissy Salem (9)
and Catherine Keith (2) and sophomore Amy Lowry represented the U .S. against
teams from Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Mexico and Puerto Rico. Team handball,
a popular sport i nternationally, is still new in the U .S . Furman was invited by
the NCAA and USA Team Handball to form a squad in 1 997.

Ret u rn engag ement

2001 Furman Football

Falcons back at Furman for third straight summer

(Home games all caps)

Fo r the third

September

straight summer, the National
Football League's Atlanta Falcons will return
to Furman for their preseason training camp.
The team will be on campus from July 1 9
through August 1 5.
"Furman is a great facility," says Dan
Reeves, head coach of the Falcons and a
longtime fixture on the N FL sidelines. "It is
the best training camp site that I have
experienced since I have been in the N FL.
It is a win-win situation; they enjoy having
us and we enjoy being there.
"Training camp is such a vital time of
year for us, and it's important that we be in
an environment that helps us succeed.
Furman meets those standards."
While 2001 will be just the th i rd year
the Falcons have trained at Furman since
moving out of their training facility in
Suwanee, Ga., the Atlanta organization and
the university have a history. The Falcons

previously trained at Furman from 1 971
through 1 978.
The club recently built a new training
complex in Flowery Branch, a suburb north
of Atlanta, but the facility does not provide
housing and other amenities for 80 players
and 70 staff members.
At Furman, the players, coaches and
other club personnel live in the North Village
residential complex. Practices are held on
the fields behind the Lay Physical Activities
Center, on the track infield and on the
athletic field near Cherrydale. Last year,
the team ate in Hartness Pavilion and held
meetings in Johns Hall.
Typical ly, the team holds two-a-day
drills on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Friday and practices once on Wednesday
and Saturday. Practices are free and open
to the public.
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Wyoming

4 p.m.

8

ELON

7 p.m.

15

22
29

Liberty

3:30 p . m .
V I R G I N IA M I LITARY
7 p.m.
Western Carolina
6 p.m.

October

6

APPALACHIAN

2 p.m.

13

The Citadel

2 p.m.

20

EAST TEN N ESSEE

2 p.m.

( H omecoming)
November
3

Georgia Southern

1 p.m.

10

WOFFORD

2 p.m.

17

UT-Chattanooga

7 p.m.

All times subject to change.

Furmanalumni news
ALU M N I ACTIVITI ES
Furman A l u m n i Association tel e p ho n e

l -800-PURPLE3
Web site

http://www.furman.edu/admin!alumni
E-mail

alumni @ furman.edu

When job-hunting, do you use your
Furman connections? When you
move to a new city, do you seek out
Furman alumni?
Alumni networking benefits all
Furman graduates, but it is especially
important for students and young
alumni.
Take the case of Tracy Mueller,
a 2000 grad. During her junior year,
Tracy worked with the Alumni Office
to identify Atlanta alumni employed
in the fields she was considering 
public relations and law. Through
her Furman contacts, she landed
internships in both areas and
discovered that she wanted to pursue
a legal career. Upon graduation, she
was offered a full-time position as a
legal assistant at the law firm where
she interned.
" I had an immensely positive
experience utilizing the Furman
alumni network," she says. " I can't
think of a better way to get your foot
in the door than with the help of an
established connection - in this
case, Furman." She hopes to take
advantage of her Furman ties again
when she completes law school in
three years.
Tracy's classmate, Christine
Farrell, had a similar experience.
Armed with a degree in business
administration, she asked the Alumni
Office to generate a list of alumni
living and working in Greenville.
Christine contacted alums in careers
that interested her and says this was
"a great way to network. Most of the
people I cal led gave me someone
else to call."
One contact, who had no
openings at the ad agency where she
worked, kept her eye out for other
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possibilities and forwarded them to
Christine. The result: Christine
found a position as an account
executive with Erwin-Penland, a
Greenville advertising agency, where
she began working just three months
after graduation.
The Young Alumni Association
(YAC) works to strengthen ties
between young alumni and Furman.
We want alumni to stay in touch with
each other, and a good way to do so
is through job networking. As
Christine and Tracy learned, the
Alumni Office can help.
Another resource for Furman
graduates is the Young Alumni
Resource Directory (YARD). The
YARD lists the names of alumni who
can provide career advice to young
alumni or help them acclimate to a
new area. By listing your name and
information in the YARD, you reach
out to young alumni in your area.
The YARD is a great resource for job
hunting, networking, or just learning
about a new city. For a copy, contact
the Alumni Office.
So remember: If you're job
hunting or moving to a new city,
Furman can help. And if you're
looking for a new employee or a
summer intern, check with Furman
as well.
Alumni networking works!
- Nancy Thomas Kennedy '90
The author is a member of the
Young A lumni Council.

Cast your ballot: Alumni, take note ! It's Alumni Board
election time !
Please complete the ballot included in this issue
of the magazine and return it as soon as possible. This
year's candidates (photos and biographies opposite)
represent specific decades for which we seek further
representation.
Mark the ballot for each candidate of your choice
and return it to the Alumni Office by July I 0. Vote for
one candidate in each pairing. If you are married and
voting together, include two checks beside each choice.
If through some glitch your magazine doesn' t
include a ballot, go on-line t o the Furman Web site
(www.furman.edu) and follow the l ink to the Alumni
section, where the candidate biographies and a ballot
are included.
Coaches' tours highlight Furman Club events: Coaches
of Paladin athletic teams hit the road in late May for
Furman Club events i n Atlanta, Ga., Charleston, S.C.,
and Columbia, S.C. They met with alumni, provided
season reviews and previews, and emphasized the
importance of alumni support for Paladin athletics.
Thanks to David Cobb ' 90, Rebecca Armacost ' 89 and
Kelly Davis '94 for their help in planning these events.
A number of "Summer Send-Offs" will be held
during the next three months, with the Alumni and
Admissions offices joining forces to host programs for
incoming freshmen and their famil ies. And i n
September, t h e Alumni Office w i l l take i t s show out
West for events in Denver, Colo., Laramie, Wyo. (tied
in with the football team's season opener against
Wyoming), Seattle, San Francisco and Los Angeles.
Of course, we' ll once again have a slate of tailgating
parties and other activities to coincide with the Paladins'
road football games this fall . So watch your mail for
announcements or check the Alumni Web page about
upcoming Furman Club events.
S i n gers R e u n i o n set A u gust 3-5: It's time again for
the biennial Furman Singers reunion. Singers alumni
are invited to return to campus August 3-5 for rehearsals,
a Saturday banquet and a performance Sunday morning
at Greenville's First Baptist Church.
This year marks the 1 2th reunion for the S ingers
during B ingham Vick's 3 1 years as the group's director.
For more i nformation, call the music department at
(864) 294-2086 or e-mail bing.vick @ furman.edu.

Ca n d i d ates for Al u m n i Association Board of D i rectors
Please com plete and return the b a l l ot i n c l uded i n this magazine or access the Al u m n i site at www.fu rm a n . e d u
and follow the i n structions f o r vot i n g . Vote for one n o m inee i n each co l u m n .
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serve Chappel l s Church in the
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South Carolina Reedy River

the 2001 USA-Canadian Rotary

Church in Inman, S.C, has called

Steve M itch e l l was honored at
International Youth Exchange
Banquet in Chicago March I for
h i s significant contributions
and devotion to Rotary's
International Scholarship
program and for h i s 40 years
of perfect attendance with the

Association. • Inman M i l l s

Jack Hames as pastor. He has
served churches in North
Carolina and South Carolina for
45 years. He is on the board of
the South Carolina Baptist
M i nistries for the Aging.

59

Next reunion in 2004
Robert B. King, organistchoirmaster of First Presbyterian
Church in Burlington, N.C., and
teacher of organ at the University
of North Caroli na-Greensboro,
has recently issued his second
CD of organ music. Last
summer he performed three

Realty, LLC, a residential, land
and commercial real estate
company i n Easley, S.C.
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For the past two years, Mary Jae

Abbitt has l ived and worked in
the former Soviet Republics of
Central Asia ( Kazakhstan and

56

organ recitals in Italy, and in

43

Bob Chapman of Martinsville,

Edinburgh, Scotland.

market advisor for the U . S .

Va. , is director o f adult music at

Agency for International

of Greenville celebrated his 50th

also an adjunct professor of

61

Don Purvis of Hartsville, S . C . ,

B a n k ( I A D B ) . • R i chard D .

Pleasantburg Rotary Club in
Greenville.

In February, Dabney Robinson

anniversary in the practice of
dentistry.

50

B . l . Epting has been recognized
as pastor emeritus by Mount
Pleasant Church, Ridge
Association of South Carolina.

This year is reunion!
First Presbyterian Church and is
voice and handbel l s at Liberty
University. • Sale mtowne,
The Moravian Retirement
Community in Winston-Salem,
N.C., has named its new $ 1 0
m i ll ion health care center i n
honor of Kay McGee Ph i l lips.
She has been with the center for
1 6 years and has been its

June he w i l l perform in

This year is reunion!

Kyrgyzstan) and in Central
America (Nicaragua). She is a
senior international capital

Development (USAID) and the
Inter American Development

former president of the South

Caine has moved to Oak I sland,

Carolina Baptist Convention and

N.C., where he has opened Oak

retired pastor of Hmtsville's

I sland Beach House, a bed and

Lakeview Church, has become

breakfast.

director o f denominational

71

relations for Charleston ( S . C . )
Southern University. • Gary

Smoak, formerly county

This year is reunion!

Soprano Myra Cord e l l Bagnoli

51

president since 1 996.

manager of Union County i n

Hazelwood Junior High School

58

North Carolina, has become

Next reunion in 2003

Newberry County, S.C.

Ji m m i e Harley, who pastored

conducted master classes for the
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show. • Donnie Brown was

Next reunion in 2002

recently named vice president

At its December meeting, the

of human resources for Tindall

South Carolina Baptist

Corporation in Spartanburg,

This year is reunion!
in New Albany, Ind., has
honored Edwin Ell mers, its
former coach and assistant
principal, by naming a building
for him. Ellmers spoke at the
dedication ceremonies for the
Edwin "Skip" Ell mers Physical
Education Complex.
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Next reunion in 2002
Jack F. Owens has been inducted
into the Easley ( S . C . ) High
School Athletic Hall of Fame.
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Next reunion in 2004
Richard W. Riley, U.S. Secretary
of Education i n the Cl inton
administration, has resumed
work with h i s former law firm,
Nelson M u l l ins Riley &
Scarborough, L . L.P. He w i l l
teach and work with the R iley
Institute of Government, Politics
and Public Leadership at
Furman, which is named in his
honor, and will also teach at the
University of South Carolina.
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Next reunion in 2005
Carrol l Andrews, who retired i n
I 999 after more than 1 8 years
as pastor of Due West ( S . C . )
Baptist Church, was called back
to the pastorate in November to

churches throughout South
Carolina before retiring from
First Baptist Church of Florence,
recently was interim pastor at
Taylors ( S . C . ) First Baptist.

• Robert Lee of D illon, S .C.,
retired December 3 1 after
serving as director o f missions
for the Pee Dee Association of
the South Carolina Baptist
Convention since 1 995. He
serves on the convention's
Nominations Committee. •
Alfred M i l ler of Gastonia, N.C.,
has retired after 45 years in the
Baptist mini stry i n the two
Carolinas. • Father and son
Charles Rollins and Joseph
R o l l i ns ' 8 6 were profi led i n a
recent edition of The Greenville
News. Charles Roll i n s became
pastor of Fair Heights Baptist
Church i n Greenville in 1 957.
Joe joined his father as co-pastor
of the church in 1 993 and now
does most of the Sunday
preaching, which enables
Charles to devote h i s time to
visitation and outreach. •
H . Leroy Stewart, owner o f the
Golden Creek M i l l near Easley,
S . C . , serves on the Steering
Committee o f the Society for
the Preservation of Old M i l l s .
Stewart and his m i l l were
recently featured in Sandlapper
and Soulhern Living magazines.

county administrator for

sang i n t h e Anderson ( S . C . )
Community Theater ' s 2000
"Singing Christmas Tree" and
children who performed i n the

Convention Executive Board

S . C . , one of the largest

el ected Troy Gregg as its chair

precast/prestressed producers of

for 200 I . Gregg is pastor of

concrete products in the United

First Church, Chesnee, S .C.

States. H e i s responsible for

• Luther and Jackie Mixson ' 67
Townsend have been called
to serve Thomas Memorial
Church i n Bennettsville, S .C.,
as minister of music and pianist,
respectively.

human resource functions for
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Richard Bowers is president and

the corporation's five plants.

• Susan Thomson Shi has been
named vice chair of the board
of directors of the Community
Foundation of Greater
Greenvil le for 200 I .
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chief executive officer of Tor

David E. Guthrie, president and

Minerals International, Inc., in

creative director of Guthrie &

Corpus Christi, Texas, and is a

Associates in Greenville, was

partner in two other firms. He

named B us i ness Person of the

is also chair of the board of the

Year by the city's Pleasantburg

Texas State Museum of Asian

Drive B u s i ness Association. •

Cultures. • Joseph W. S m ith,
Jr. , has reti red after 40 years as

to full colonel by the U . S . Air

a mini ster with South Carolina

Force. He i s stationed in

churches i n Laurens, Union and

Belgium, as the USAF Attache,

Woodruff. He is a member of

serving at the U . S . Embassy i n

the Nominations Committee of

Brussel s .

the South Carolina Baptist
Convention. • Carol Henderson

Walsh, w h o retired from the
Pickens County ( S . C . ) School
System, has opened Walsh

Dave Tunstall has been promoted
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Russ Hunt and his wife, Cheryl
S n ider Hunt ' 74, l i ve in
Greensboro, N.C. He is senior

A scribe's scribe
Foster puts wraps on 50 years of writing sports

W

hen Dan Foster '49 retired from The Greenville News late last
year after more than 50 years of � riti � g about sports, �e � as
honored in just about every way tmagmable. He was homzed by
the Greenville Touchdown Club, a special section in the News was
devoted to his career, and he received the Order of the Palmetto,
South Carol ina' s highest civilian award.
It seemed that nobody had a bad word to say about him, which
made him wonder if he had made the right decision after all. "If
I had known I was that good," the 72-year-old Foster jokes, " I
would never have quit."
Of course, Foster really was that good. Whether he was
producing columns about the Furman- itadel fo_otball ?a�e or the
Super Bowl, he provided his readers wtth the kmd of mstghtful
and accomplished writing that is usually reserved for the sports
sections in America ' s bigger cities. In fact, there may have never
been another sportswriter who spent an entire career so far removed
from the national media spotlight and yet earned so much respect
amoncr his peers at the highest levels of the profession.
F ster was elected president of the prestigious National Footbal I
Writers Association in 1 986 and, in 1 998, was enshrined in the
United States B asketball Writers Association Hall of Fame. His
regular running mates at the World Series included Jim M unay of
The Los Angeles Times, B l ackie Shen·od of The Dallas Mornmg
News and Edwin Pope of The Miami Herald. Foster was such a
close friend of the Pulitzer Prize-winning M urray that he served
as a pallbearer at Murray' s funeral a few years ago.
Foster' s sportswriting career actually began at the age of 1 0,
when he started chronicl ing the backyard games played m the
Monacrhan M i l l area of his Greenville neighborhood. Even then,
he say , he adhered to the repo�er' s code of objectivity �nd didn' t
play u p h i s own efforts o n the fteld, n o matter how spectal they
might have been.
After graduating from Parker H igh School, Foster went on to
Furman and became sports editor of The Hornet, the school paper.
He also began his unofficial career at the Greenvi lle newspaper,
working about 20 hours a week in the sports department. He can
remember meeting a 9:50 a.m. deadline at the Greenville Piedmont,
the now-defunct afternoon paper, and then hustling through
downtown Greenv i l le to make a I 0: 1 0 biology class on campus.
After graduating from Funnan, he went to work for the Piedmont
as a city reporter - the paper had no need for two full-time sports

C:

�

�

Dan Foster has covered many historic sporting events, but he says
his most memorable was the earthquake-marred 1989 World Series
between Oakland and San Francisco.

people - and then entered the Air Force during the Korean War.
He spent three years as the officer in charge of an Armed F? rc_es
radio station in Seoul, and it was his crew that covered the stgnmg
of the truce that ended the war.
After returnincr
b from Korea and before his sportswtiting career
,
at the News began in earnest, Foster also served as Furman s sports
information director. Although his SID work was a mere footnote
in his award-winning career, he did his job well enough that
basketball players Frank Selvy and Danell Floyd were named first
team All-Americans for three years running.
After that, it was a life of attending the World Series, the Super
Bowl, the Masters, the U.S. Open, the Final Four and a host of
other major sporting events that the great majority ?f peop le don ' t
get paid t o attend. A n d if you don' t see that as tembly dtfftcult
work, Foster isn't going to argue wtth you.
" I never thought that getting free tickets, parking in reserved
parking, and sitting in a cli mate-controlled press box to watch
sports was all that noble," he says.
.
B ut he' s got the accolades - and a couple of generattons of
loyal readers - to prove it.
-Vince Moore

vice president of Snider Tire Inc.,

Family Physicians. Written for

service. He l ives in Alexandria,

development, deployment and

which recently opened a store

family practitioners, the book

Va.

change management of

in Duncan, S . C . The company,

covers the full range of women's

the 1 5th l argest commercial

health issues, including meno-

truck tire dealer in the United

pause, depression, weight

States, now has 1 2 locations in
the two Carolinas, Arkansas,

management, sexual functioning,

Georgia, Indiana, Ohio and
Texas. • Ken Shigley has his
own law firm in Atlanta, Ga.,

female cancers and osteoporosis.
ADOPT ION: R. Graham

and M argaret Hoskins, a
daughter, Margaret Mei, adopted

and also does work with the

December 20 in China. The

Georgia State B ar.

family Jive s in Radford, Va.

C . Carolyn Thiedke, an assistant
professor i n the Department of
Family Medicine at the Medical
University of South Carolina, is
co-author of Women s Health: A
Quick Reference Guide for

transaction-based e-business.
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I n October Tom Henry was
installed as senior pastor of

Mary Brown Ries of Greenville

Christ Covenant Church in

has earned her Master of Library

Matthews, N.C. He and his wife,

and I nformation Science degree

Toni Thompson ' 7 9 Henry, l i ve

from the Uni versity of South

in Charlotte, N.C., where she is

Carolina.

a computer consultant and

Douglas Roberts

76

trainer.

Lt. Col . M i ke Garrett retired

worldwide field operations for

This year is reunion!
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moved to California in January
as executive vice president of

from the U.S. Army February I ,

Versata, a prov ider of software

after more than 24 years of

and services that automate the

80

Next reunion in 2005
After working on a doctoral
degree for a year, John Kearns
and his wife, Kathy, have started
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Furmanalumni news

In memory:

Linda Reeves

The article in the winter issue of Furman magazine about
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Linda Reeves '63 and the bench that her many friends
presented to the university in her name ("A place of honor
for Reeves") was published just in time.
On April 5, just a few weeks after the magazine was
pri nted, Reeves died in Greenville following a long battle

a new Methodist church i n

Bosnia, L t . C o l . Mike Stewart is

Tuscaloosa, Ala. • Libby Powers

now stationed at Leavenworth,

with cancer. She was a teacher for 37 years, the last 27

Kel ler lives in San D iego, Calif.,

Kan . , as an instructor in the

at Greenville's Christ Church Episcopal School, where

where she is a lower school

Army's school for mid-level

she taught physical education and coached girls' tennis,

music teacher at La Jolla

officers . • MARRIAGE:

basketball and field hockey. She was an award-winning

Country Day. • Randal l Reiss

Bradford John Faxo n , Jr. , and

teacher and coach, and the school named its hockey field

works in publicity for Central

Dorothea Charlotte Ricci,

in her honor.

Asian Partnership.

September 1 5 , Boston, Mass.

The bench dedicated in her honor now sits beside
the Furman lake and serves as a reminder of her love for
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of her friends said, "She seemed to be best friends with
so many people."

This year is reunion!

Furman and of the love she inspired in others. As one

Paul Edgar Boles began work i n

Ann H . Edm iston of Crestview

January a s director of missions

H i l l s, Ky., has been promoted

for the Charleston (S.C.) Baptist

by Union Central Insurance and

Association. He has pastored

Investments to vice president,

churches in the South Carolina

with responsibil ity for leading

towns of Iva, Pauline and Greer.
• Keith Lockhart and the Boston
Pops Esplanade Orchestra
performed in Greenville March
6 as part of their "Spring Swing"
tour. • Kim Rody has left State
Farm Insurance to relocate to
the Bahamas and pursue her
interest i n art ( specifically fi sh
art) full time. Her portrayals of
fish and sea l ife may be seen
on the World Wide Web at
http://www.thecybergallery.com.
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Stuart Sheehan i s senior
associate pastor and pastor for
worship at Houston (Texas)
Northwest Church. He i s also
an adjunct professor at Golden
Gate Baptist Theological
Seminary. • Ken Stevenson
lives i n Tal l ahassee, Fla., where
he is an agent with Earl Bacon
Insurance. • BIRTH: Joseph
and Robbins Whisnant, a
daughter, Mary Robbins,
October 29, Charlotte, N . C .
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Wayne Blank is a senior manager
with KPMG's Forensic and
Litigation Services i n Atlanta,
Ga., working primarily in the
area of health care compliance
and regulatory matters. • Guy

Molnar is completing his M.F.A.
in acting from the University of
South Carol ina by performing
with The Shakespeare Theatre
in Washington, D.C., during the
2000-0 1 season. • After four
years abroad with the U.S. Army,
which included three tours i n

We're glad she saw the article before her death, and
we celebrate her legacy of love and friendship.
- J im Stewart

the company's consolidated
actuarial and financial analysis
unit. • Hank and Jan ice

Mehaffey Hinnant l i ve in
Taylors, S.C. In addition to being
an adj unct instructor in music
theory and music technology at
North Greenville College, he
composes and publishes music
and is looking forward to the
premiere of his first extended
musical in Nashville, Tenn., in
September. He has recently
opened his own business in
music production and recording,
Opus One Productions. • Don

Law of Plantation, Fla., and four
colleagues have started Salient
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Contemplation," for S ATB

Next reunion in 2005

released by Hinshaw Music, Inc.

Pau l and Marjorie Hart Murphy
'88 Keller l ive i n Dunedin, Fla.,

87

where he i s a district manager
for FeiTellgas and she supervises
a team of counselors for a foster
care provider. • Libby S mith
has taken a staff chaplain
position at Piedmont Hospital
in Atlanta, Ga.
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Software Solutions, Inc., a

Leonard L. Brown , Jr. , has

products and service company.

started a new business in

Billy Lewis is an emergency
medicine physician in Asheville,
N.C.

MARRIAGE: David

Greenvi l le called Advanced
Media Systems, specializing in
the design, integration and

Anthony S mith and Brandi

instal l ation of audio-visual

Lyn Kreischer, February 1 0,

presentation systems. • Both

Simpsonville, S .C. She is

Todd Cain and his wife, Leslie

an accounting clerk at B i-Lo

London, work for the

Corporate Center and he i s

Smithsonian Institution in

a n executive with Carolina

Washington, D.C. He i s

First Bank. They l i ve i n

development officer for the

Simpsonv i l l e .

National Museum of the

BIRTHS:

Stuart and Ginger Luton ' 87
Mauney, a son, James Grady,

designer at the National P011r ait

April 24, 2000, Greenville. •

Gallery. Todd completed his

American Indian and she is a

Todd and Angela Norton

first marathon last October. •

Lepkofker, a son, Charlton Shea,

Janet Ledbetter Fosse II has been

May 1 5 , 2000, West Orange, N.J.

promoted to assistant director of

Robert and Mary Beth Reece,

client relations for The Principal

a son, Quinton James, November

Financial Group in West Des

1 2, Lawrencevi lie, Ga. • Robert

Moines, Iowa. • Dan and

and Lisa M. Sch i l l i , a son, Peter

Wendy Lewis M u e l l e r l ive in

Andrew, February 1 6, 2000,

Seattle, Wash. He works as a

B irmingham, Ala.

litigator with the firm of Groff
& Murphy, PLLC, Attorneys. •

Jonathan S h ippey's first
published choral piece, "Lenten

a cape l l a choir, was recently

Next reunion in 2002
Kirk and Laura Roberts Adair
live i n Columbia, S.C. Laura
participates in local theater and
sings for weddings and other
community events. • Edward

G. Robinson IV, who has been
with the South Carolina
Department of Commerce for
seven years as a project manager
in the International B u s iness
Development Division, is now
senior salesman for the state,
working to recruit high qual ity
manufacturing companies from
around the world. • Peter St.
Martin lives in Roswell, Ga., and
is a self-employed real estate
devel oper. • Elias Coye

Sti l l Ill graduated from Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in
December with a Doctor of
Philosophy degree. • BIRTHS:
Stephen and Irene Jones Barton,
a daughter, Casey Lane, April
1 6, 2000, Marietta, Ga. • Ed
and Alicia Shawn ' 8 8 Gagnon,
a daughter, Emma Eli zabeth,
November 1 7, 1 999, Charlotte,
N.C. Ed is co-founder of
Customer Service Solutions,
Inc., and A l icia i s an executive
representative with Merck & Co.

• Stephen and Jennifer McNeill,
a son, Harrison Stephen,
November 7, Orlando, Fla. Both
Steve and Jeni are attorneys, he
in Winter Park, Fla., and she
in Orlando.
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Alex Albert, who served as senior
policy advisor for the late Sen.
Paul Coverdel l of Georgia and
then as legislative director for
Sen. Zell M il ler of Georgia, has
been named M i l ler's chief of
staff. • M ichael Conrady of
Mount Pleasant, a pa1tner in the
Campbell Law Firm, P. A . , has
become one of the youngest
lawyers ever certified by the
South Carolina Supreme Court
a s a specialist in bankmptcy and
debtor/creditor law. • Tony and

Gina Garrett ' 8 9 Jones l ive in
Columbia, S.C., where he works
at Midlands Technical College.
Gina recently earned her
master's degree in student
personnel services and is c lient
services manager for the
University of South Carolina
registrar. • Thomas M. little
has joined the Foley & Lardner
law office in Tampa, Fla. H i s
specialties include real estate,
banking and finance, and
recreation development l aw. •
MARRIAGE: Heather Jean

Russel l and John Steven Price,

BIRTHS: Chris and Stacey

York Gilbe1t & Sull ivan Players.

Collier Almond, a son, Max,

Allen Thomason began duties

February I , 2000, Elberton, Ga.

Chesterfield ( S . C . ) Baptist

consulting, media relations and

Church. He came to Chesterfield

School s. • Rod and Karen E l l is

from a church in Corydon, Iowa.

message development. • Mark
Taylor has earned a Ph.D. i n

Bradley, a son, Zander Coen,

• J u d i Harris Wilson of
Ma1tinez, Ga., has completed all
the coursework toward her
doctorate in educational
leadership at Georgia Southern
University and is now writing
her di ssertation. •

November I I , Denver, Colo. •

Brian and Kathy Ka ib ' 90 C lark,
a son, Daniel Watson, December
1 4, Marietta, Ga. Kathy is a
medical i nformation specialist
at Solvay Pharmaceuticals in

in the B usiness World summer
institute . • BIRTHS: William
and Sharon Kel l ey Allsbrook, a

University of Georgia and

Palmer is a podiatric surgeon in

Mercer University Schools of

Tampa, Fla. • BIRTHS: Chase

son, M ichael Wil l iam, May 2 1 ,

Pharmacy. Brian i s senior

and Maria Alvord, a daughter,

2000, Chattanooga, Tenn. •

systems integration special ist

Sophia Leigh, June 1 9, 2000,

with Lockheed Martin EIS. •

Seattle, Wash. • Bryan and

Mark and Tara Daniel ' 92
Bakker, a son, William Tal mage,

Daniel A. and Amy Col l ins ' 9 1
Grover, twins, a daughter,

Connie Christensen, a son,

March 23, 2000, Greenville. •

Will iam Patrick, April 5, 2000,

Wayne and Jennifer Sherr i l l

Charlotte Irene, and a son,

El Paso, Texas. After three years

Davis, a son, Jonathon Davis,

Daniel Austin, Jr., January 27,

in Alaska, Bryan was transferred

Willow Spring, N.C. Jennifer

Greenville. • M ike and les l i e

b y the U . S . Army t o Fort B l i ss,

is a teacher and i n structional

Huckaby '90 M i l ler, a daughter,

Texas, where he is a flight

support specialist with Johnston

Joanna Lila, October 3 1 ,

surgeon for an aviation unit.

County Schools. • Paul '93 and

Charlotte, N . C . M ike i s a Java

George and Robin Floyd, a

Carol Ann Zuppa Good, a son,

software engineer with the S I

daughter, A l i son Elisabeth,

Paul Edwin I V, November 9,

Corporation in Rock H i l l , S . C .
• Mike and J u l i e Roberts

Arden, N.C. George, a n

Greenvil le, S.C. • Ryan and

accomplished si nger, is a

Elizabeth Macllvaine Greene, a

Saunders, a daughter, Abigail

physical therapist with the Blue

daughter, Haley Katherine,

Elizabeth, May 2 1 , 2000,

Ridge Physical Therapy Center.
• Matt and Mary H ighlander

October 24, Pewaukee, Wis.

Jones, a son, Joshua Matthew,

Marsha l l , a son, Will iam Law,

Next reunion in 2005
After receiving her Doctor of
Education degree i n vocational

89

Clemson University last

Kevin Ashcraft, formerly

is a graphic communications/

department store in Bradenton,
Fla., has been appointed
sportswear merchandising
manager at Woolrich, Inc., i n
Pennsylvania. • Chris Flynn of
North Richland Hills, Texas, is
a senior graphic designer with
clicktolearn, an on-line company.
He continues to play drums with
the band The Red Letters and i s
also art director for Shine, a
Christian women's magazine. •

Paula Patton Helms of
Chamblee, Ga., works in the
international ministry of Intown
Community Church in Atlanta,
Ga. • larry H iggins has been
named legal counsel for
Kanawha Insurance in Lancaster,
S.C. • M . Todd Wilkins has been
appointed loan officer a t the
Haywood Road office of The
Palmetto Bank in Greenville. •

in Philadelphia. He i s also
director of Wharton's Leadership

MARRIAGE: Palmer Branch

and technical education from

menswear buyer for a

the University of Pennsylvania

and Evelyn Ray, October 2 1 .

Peopleclick.
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associate director for academic
affairs at the Wharton School of

adjunct faculty member for the

90

software engineer with

higher education from Florida
State University and i s now an

Marietta, Ga., and serves as an

Heather is an associate

where they l ive, and he is a

of her work - marketing

Stacey is an elementary school

Indianapolis, Ind.

Institute, I nc . , in Cary, N.C.,

encompasses the three aspects

in October as pastor of

counselor for the Elbert County

October 2 1 , Durham, N.C.
development tester for SAS

consulting firm. The title

summer, Sally Schaible Cramer
now lives i n Safford, Ariz. She
printing trainer and her husband,
Steve, is a director of rotary and
offset operations for Impressive
Labels, Inc. • Jerry Crosby of
Crestwood, Ky., who received a
temporary appointment last
September to fill a vacancy on
the 1 2th District Court bench i n
Oldham County, Ky., was
elected to the office by voters in
November. • Tommy and
Michelle Kirk live in Cincinnati,
Ohio, where he is a senior
engineer with Procter and
Gamble. • Asheley Dillard Kotis
and her husband, William, l ive
in Greensboro, N.C., where they

Wi l l iam A . and Renee LaHue

September 2, Snellville, Ga. •

September 23, Charleston, S.C.

Patrick and Nancy Thomas

Renee i s executive director of

Kennedy, a daughter, Mary

the Huguenot Society of South

Cam il la, November 3 ,

Carolina. • Mark and Kathryn
Tison ' 92 Petra lia, a son,

Greenville. • David Salmon and
Lauren Wheeler, a son,

Alexander Charles, September

Chri stopher Matthew Wheeler,

9 , Atlanta, Ga. Kathryn has

July I , 2000, Stockbridge, Ga.

become director of business

David is a regional field scientist-

development for CompuCredit,

genetic analysis with Beckman

a credit card company. •

Coulter, Inc. • Clark and Julia

Wendell and Kim Droth ler '93
Phi l l i ps, a son, Jackson Everett,

Spri ngs, a daughter, Kendra
Charlize, January 5. • Mitch

August 1 5 , Roswell, Ga. •

and Allison Clark Turknett, a son,

Jonathan and lou Alice Alligood
'92 Rogers, a daughter, Margaret

Bryan Clark, October 2,
Jacksonville, Fla. • Kenneth and

Abigail , July I I , Nashvi l le,

Julie Washburn, a daughter,
Sophia Kase, June 6, 2000,

Mark and Clay Sasser
Timbes, a daughter, Katherine

Lexington, S . C . • Charles and
Jennifer Berry ' 94 Watson, a

Columbia, S.C. • Chris and

Tenn.

Legare, November 1 1 ,

daughter, Martha Elizabeth,

laura Steg a l l Wagner, a

January 7, 2000, Charlotte, N.C.

daughter, Anna Elisabeth,

91

Walt and Ta m i Merri l l Waters,

This year is reunion!

Rhett Baughan moved to

Lawrenceville, Ga. •
a daughter, Ashton, February 26,
2000, West Columbia, S.C.

92

work in commercial real estate

Brussels, Belgium, in December

at Kotis Properties. • Keith

to work for INVESCO

Ja meson Richard, a principal

Continental Europe as a product

Next reunion in 2002

si nger with the New York City

manager representing global and

Amy Berry of Rineyville, Ky., i s

Opera, has recently sung with

European equity products. •

a first-grade teacher in Meade

the Indianapolis Opera,

Amanda Capps has opened M3,

County. • J . Allen Clayton has

Glimmerglass Opera and New

her own Greenvi l le-based

been promoted to director of
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1 997.

Stephen H a l l i s

managing director o f Axalon

finance at Hi lton Head ( S . C . )
Medical Center.

M e l issa

formerly Trinity Baptist, in
Scarborough, Maine. The

Dancy is a visiting assistant

church, which has been renamed

professor of physics at Davidson

South Coast Community

College.

Roger and Caro l i ne
Mu nnerlyn Ferrel l have

Church, has a new building and
has increased attendance at its

"restarted" an old church,

services from 20 to 200 people

master's degree i n international
affairs from George Washington
University, l i ves i n Oakton, Va.

Ventures in Darien, Conn. His

Her husband, Jeff R ichman, i s

wife, Karen, is a reporter for the

a n attorney/lobbyist.

American Lawyer magazine.
Martha Henderson of the
criminal j ustice sciences
department at I l l inois State
University has completed
defense of her dissertation.
Andrea Kolich, who received her

Patman
Lester, Jr. , i s mini ster of music
and worship at Grace Baptist
Church in Toccoa, Ga.

Erik

and Beth Thompson Loedding
l ive i n Cumming, Ga. She i s a
sixth-grade resource teacher with
Forsyth County Schools and he

From intern to manager
Alumnus earns full-time post with German company

I t was crisis time in the marketing department at Deutsche Telekom,

Europe's largest telecommunications company. And Bill Childree,
an American student who had just begun a three-month internship
in the company's marketing department in Bonn, was caught in the
middle.
During the first month of his i nternship, Childree had worked
with a three-person team to develop a one-of-a-kind initiative called
Women on the Net, which provides free Internet classes for women
who have little or no experience on-line. But in bringing the idea
to the market, the company underestimated customer i nterest.
When it could not initially meet customer demands, it received a
barrage of protests from irate women who insisted upon their right
to take part in the p roject.
Anticipating a period of calm after the project's launch, two of
the team leaders had gone on vacation - leaving Childree and one
other colleague to handle the angry calls.
"I was shocked by the tenacity and emotion with which the
German women complained," says Childree. "Some wrote five
page faxes, and others found ways to call through to the project
management deep inside company headquarters."
What was Deutsche Telekom's response? The company decided
to call every dissatisfied customer, listen to their concerns, accept
responsibility and offer a solution. Childree put in demanding, 1 2hour days responding to each complainant - in German.
He says, "I think my sense of American customer service and
southern hospitality helped me, and my language skills improved
exponential ly. I learned a lot, especially in the area of slang and
insults."
The results: The project recovered, and Childree impressed
his team leader with his composure under pressure. The head of
the marketing department noticed as well . Childree was asked to
stay for another three months - and parlayed the opportunity into
a full-time job.
Today Child ree, a 1 998 Furman graduate, is a marketing
manager with Deutsche Teleko m . He develops and manages
p rojects to boost sales among women, particularly by increasing
the n umber of women using the I nternet. Since Deutsche Telekom
launched Women on the Net two years ago, more than 70,000
German women have taken the courses, and the project has been
a public relations coup for the company.
Childree's classmates at Furman probably wouldn't be surprised
to learn that he is working in Germany. He began studying the
language i n sixth grade, majored in German (and music) at Furman,
and participated in the study abroad program i n Germany, which
he describes as a "transforming" experience.
But a career in corporate marketing, especially in a foreign
country, is an unlikely path for someone who never took a marketing
class.
Childree's journey toward his current job began his senior year
at Furman, when he applied for a Fulbright fellowship to study in
Germany. Shortly after graduation, he learned that he had been

selected and would spend the next
year at the U n iversity of Bonn. He
quickly arranged to live with Lu and
Eckart Schlemm, with whom he had
roomed during h is study abroad
experience.
Staying with the Schlemms was
ideal , Childree says: "We often had
long discussions about cultural
differences, religion and politics.
Everything was open to discussion,
and I had to learn to articulate
opinions and defend or modify them
- in German."
At the Un iversity of Bonn he
studied German l iterature, including
Kafka, N ietzsche and the Viennese moderns. The u niversity's
relaxed pace also allowed him time for an active social life - and
to think about his future. Whatever the work, he decided, he wanted
to remain in Germany.
When he heard that the Fulbright Commission was sponsoring
an internship program, he was one of 40 applicants - and one of
four accepted. Thus began his association with Deutsche Telekom.
Sti l l , attaining permanent employment proved to be a test. He
needed work and residence permits, but the process was difficult
because unemployment i n some parts of Germany is almost 1 8
percent. Furthermore, the Department of Labor requires an extensive
search of the job market to confirm that no German (or qualified
citizen of the European Community) can fill a position.
At the same time, Deutsche Telekom had instituted a freeze on
new hiring. Plus, Childree had no formal education in marketing
- and Germans are particular about matching credentials to
positions. But by proving himself under fire and earning the support
of his colleagues, he overcame the b u reaucratic obstacles and
secu red a permanent position.
Childree now lives in Cologne and commutes 30 minutes to his
job in Bonn . He says he misses "large, j uicy rib-eye steaks, good
Mexican food, family, friends, and a washing machine that completes
its cycle in u nder two hours." Sti l l , he values Germany's sense of
social j ustice, its emphasis on Bildung (education in the largest
sense of the word), its efficient and clean public transportation
systems, and its concern for the environment.
Someday, he says, he may return to the States to p u rsue an
M . B.A. degree in international business. For now, though , he isn't
ready to abandon the smell of fresh Brotchen (rolls) in the morning,
or the abundant Wanderwege (hiking paths) throughout the beautiful
countryside of his adopted home.
- Jane Chew

The author is professor of German at Furman.

impo1t-export business.

Scott
Roy is an investment repre

sponsored by UCLA.
Paul
Evins has been a research fe llow

the semi-conductor industry, in

Wha len l i ves outside of

sentative with the Edward Jones

at the University of Oulu in

Tony, works for the same

Cambridge, England. She works

Company in B lack Mountain,

Stockholm, Sweden, while

company.

for Science Applications

N.C. He is 2000-200 I president

completing h i s doctorate in

software consultant with SAP
America in Houston, Texas.

is a project manager for Equity

Angela

Residential Prope1ties.

San Jose, Calif. Her husband,

Nathan Genez is a

International Corporation,

of the B l ack Mountain

structural geology and

providing early intervention

Swannanoa Kiwanis Club.

geochronology.

services as a pediatric

Scot Stewart l ives in Augusta,

Gauthier has begun a new job

occupational therapist for

Ga., where he is an ear, nose and

as a traveler and writer for

Conn., site of Pfizer, Inc., to the

mil itary families based overseas.

throat medical resident.

LaJolla, Calif., site, where he

M A R R IAGE: Catherine
leigh Owen and Anthony

Georgia Tech in December and

Michael Cuomo, November 25,

is now living in Belmont, Mass.,

Fayettevil le, N . C . They live in

and working for Lincoln Labs,

Philadelphia, Pa., where she is

a research affi liate of

I OBest.com, a Web site and
wireless information provider of
on-line guides to cities around
the world.
Scott Wild, who
played tight end with the Toronto
Argonauts of the Canadian
Football League from 1 997 to
2000, is founder, president and
CEO of Wild Gaming Group,
Inc., in Pittsburgh, Pa. The
company ' s focus is on multi
media sports applications in the
casino industry throughout the
United States and Canada.
Julie Yoder lives in Washington,
D.C., and has begun teaching in
the Alexandria ( Va.) City Public
Schools. She i s a sixth-grade
English as a Second Language
M A R R IAGES:
teacher.
Autumn Hanna and Jim
Vande Hei, December 2,
Washi ngton, D.C. Autumn
i s chief floor assistant to
Congressman Tom DeLay of
Texas, and Jim i s a political
reporter for the Wall Street
Jouma/.
Kel l ey E. Krieger and
Shane Gruber, September 2.
They l i ve in Delaware, Ohio,
and Kelley works at Lutheran
Social Services. • W i l l iam Ali
Whitley and Regina Dawn Jones,
December 2, Atlanta, Ga. He is
a mortgage loan consultant and
she is an e-commerce consultant.
B I RT H : Ron and Kerry
Collins Mitchel l , a son, Sean
Christian, March I 0, 2000,
Massapequa Park, N.Y.

Todd

U l mer received his Ph .D. from

a musician and music teacher

Massachusetts Institute of

and he is a district sales manager

Technology.

with Merri ll Lynch . • BIRTHS:

Scott C. Purinton and LeighAnn

Robert and Kristi Archer, a son,

Stubley, June 1 7 , 2000. Having

MARRIAGES:

Brenden Robert, January 2 . •

received his Ph.D. in physiology

Jeffrey and Melanie Bain
Calcaterra, a son, Mark William,

from the Uni versity of Florida,
Scott is now a medical student

February 25, 2000, Dayton,

at the Uni versity of Miami.

Ohio. • Shane and Amy

LeighAnn i s a cardiovascular

Turnipseed ( M . A. ' 9 8 ) Clark, a

scientist for Johnson & Johnson.

son, Samuel Caleb, February 8,

Carl Tre m b l e and Danese

Travelers Rest, S .C.

Bruce

Shipp, January 1 3, Jacksonvi lle,

and Nancy van luyn O g l esby,

Fla. She is a financial consultant

a daughter, Berkeley Wescott,

for Salomon S m ith Barney and

August 25, Richmond, Va. •

he is community coordinator

Ron and Kristin Felder Shoe,

with the Jacksonville Marine

a daughter, Mary Margaret,

Institute. • BIRTHS: Pau l and

February 22, Nashv ille, Tenn. •

Jennifer Rice Brady, a son, Davis

John and Julia Kidwe l l Wylly,

James, December 1 4, Winston-

a son, Jack, October 8, Tybee

Salem, N.C.

Island, Ga.

Kim berly Wingfi e l d Griffin, a
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Ottis Mark Ballenger of Chicago,
I l l . , works in the electronics
industry as the U . S . Western/
Mexico account manager for
Piher International Corporation.

• Shel ley Waters Boots is
research director for CA Child
Care Resource and Referral
Network in San Francisco, Cal if.

• William l. and Kirstin Quinn
Clark l i ve in Fayetteville, Ga.
He is a computer consultant with
ASAP Staffi ng, L.L.C., and i s
currently working o n projects at
Bell South. • Robert Cone
practices civil, domestic and
governmental law as the senior
associate attorney with the
Greenwood ( S . C . ) firm of
McDonald, Patrick, Tinsley,
Baggett and Poston, L.L.P. •
Joel Dixon is a physical therapist
with Physiotherapy Associates
in Atlanta, Ga.
Chad Jackson
is an account representative with
Kendro Laboratory Products in
Houston, Texas. • Jeremy
Mosteller lives i n Queretaro,
Mexico, and works in the

Craig and

son, Robe1t Craig, Jr., November
9, Canton, Ga.
Andrew and
Jennifer Brown leynes, a son,
Owen Matthew, April 2 1 , 2000,
Trenton, N.J. Jennifer is an
architectural hi storian with
Richard Grubb & Associates.
Chris and HaeKyong K . Nelson,
a daughter, Haegen Lee, June
1 3 , 2000, Greenville. Chris has
signed tojoin the staff of Laurens
( S . C . ) Family Practice, while
HaeKyong is a pediatrician
at Carolina Pediatrics of
Greenville.
Rhett and Kim
Cochran Price, a daughter, Kate
Cochran, June 5, 2000,
Greenvil le. Kim is group and
corporate sales manager with
Greenville's Peace Center for
the Performing Arts.

94

Next reunion in 2004

leigh

95

Next reunion in 2005
Catherine Bell B e l l is a
development director for
American Financial Group in
Cincinnati, Ohio, and is
developing her own private
college advising business. Her
husband, Matthew, is an
industrial design student at the

John Denning II is pursuing a

Uni versity of Cincinnati.

Ph.D. in c l i nical psychology at

Amanda Brown has become a

Louisiana State University, with

middle school counselor with

a specialization in clinical

the Fulton County Board of

neuropsychology. • Shannon

Epps is attending the University

Education in Atlanta, Ga.
Julie
Wi l l iams DeGuia is a production

of Ghana in Africa through an

control planner for Applied

international law program

Materials, a finn associated with

Stan Kupchinsky has been
transferred from the Groton,

works as a scientist. He plans
to complete a law degree at the
University of San Diego.

laura Tragesser Morrison of
Alexandria, Ya. , attends
American University's
Washi ngton College of Law.

lynn Zimmerman Neu burger
of Mount Dora, Fl a., is a
kindergarten teacher at Page
Private School.

David Owens,

editor of the Dorchester Eagle
Record in St. George, S .C., was

elected to the S .C. House of
Representatives last fal l . His
election was the first time a
Republican has won his district.

Sam and Camille G i bson '98
Rabon l i ve in Cul len, Va. Sam
has started Oakleigh Catering
and also helps manage his in
laws' restaurant. Cam i l l e
recently received h e r M . B .A.
degree from Gardner-Webb
University.

G inny Taylor of

Greensboro, N . C . , is assistant
editor of Elegant Bride
magazine.

Mi les Wil loughby

has become assistant vice
president for marketing
opportunities with SunTrust
Bank, Inc., i n Atlanta, Ga. He
is completing a graduate
degree in marketing at Georgia
State Uni versity.
M A R R IAGES: Michelle
Raimondo a n d Patrick Bowen,

November 25, Duncan, S.C.
She is a marketing graphic
designer for Dunlop Slazenger
Group.

Heidi Schrecengost

and Ben Marlin, August 1 9,
Columbus, Ga. Heidi is an
admini strative secretary with
Quality Healthcare Partnership,
and Ben is a U . S . Army officer.
BIRTHS: Hudson and

Amanda Denney, a son, William
Hudson, Jr., January 24,
Green ville. • Randy and

M e lissa Fletcher ' 9 8 lee, a
daughter, Miranda All ison,
December 1 8 , Greenvil le.

David C. and linda Couch
W i l l iams, a son, Max Jeremiah,
March 22, 2000, Taylors, S .C.
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On-l i ne reg i stry helps
a l umni stay connected

96

Presbyterian Church. She is

Paul ' 9 8 and Lisa Sexton Aiesi

David Tate is a student at

This year is reunion!

moved from Cleveland, Ohio,
to Greer, S .C., last fall after he
was hired by Delta Air Lines to
fly the B oeing 7 3 7 . • After
managing a l arge project for a
Seattle, Wash.-based client of
Renaissance Worldwide, M ike

Arthur has been promoted to
consulting manager and has
moved to the Richmond, Va. ,
area. • Thomas C . and Rebecca

Powell Austin live in Columbia,
S.C. She is employed by
Palmetto Health All iance and
was recently promoted to Web
administrator in charge of all
internal and external Web sites
for three hospitals. Tom
graduates from medical school
this spring and w i l l pursue an
OB/GYN residency. • Doug

Carney h a s become a vice
president with the MIS group of
Purolite Corporation, a chemical
manufacturer and the world
leader in the production of ion
exchange resins. He lives in
Wil mington, Del. • A l l e n

Cooper has received h i s master's
degree from the University of

also working as a chemist for

Are you trying t o locate a former classmate?

DataChem Laboratories, Inc. •
Southern B aptist Theological
Seminary in Louisville, Ky. •

do you just want to keep Furman friends up to date on your

J u l i e West Torres is assi stant

activities?

coordinator of educational

You can do so through the official Furman alumni registry,

programs for refugees and

located on the Alumni Web page at www.furman.edu. You can

immigrants with Catholic
Charities in the Diocese of Fort

use the registry to search for a fellow alum by graduation year

Worth, Texas. Her husband,

or geographic region, or you can submit information about

Fabio, also works with Catholic

yourself.

Charities. Both teach English

Just visit the Alumni page on the Furman Web and click

as a Second Language at Tarrant

on the Registry link. It's just another way Furman helps you

County College. • After

stay connected!

finishing her clerkship with
Judge Cornelia Kennedy on the
Sixth Circuit Federal Court of
Appeals, Kristin Wi l h e l m has
moved to Atlanta, Ga., taken the
bar exam and become an
associate with the firm of
Sutherland, Asbill & B rennan.

• MARRIAGES: Mark Berry
and D eborah Drew, September
1 6, Augusta, Ga. They live in
Charleston, S . C . , where Mark
is a publisher for Arcadia
Publishing and she is a credit
analyst for Regions Bank. •
Matthew C. Mathis and Jennifer
E l l i ott ' 00, October 2 1 . They
live in Macon, Ga. •
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Marjorie Avent i s i n her third
year at the McAfee School of
Theology at Mercer University
in Georgia. • After graduating
from the Columbia School of
Law at the University of
Missouri, Eric L. Boehmer has
passed the Missouri B ar and is

Chris Runyon and Nicole

an assistant prosecuting attomey

Langenbaugh, December 30,

for St. Charles County. •

Charleston, S.C. After finishing

Cyndee Lee Bonacci is the new

his first c l inical rotation at an

program director for the Family

pharmaceutical company. •

outpatient physical therapy clinic

Life Center at Second Ponce de

Stefan and Amanda Owens
Montgomery have moved to

in Columbia, S.C., Ch1is i s now

Leon Baptist Church in Atlanta,

a student at the Medical

Ga. • Lori Cole, a conservative

South Carolina. He and his wife,

Susan Looper ' 98 Cooper, live
i n Easley, S.C. She works for
Altec Medical, Inc., a

Baton Rouge, La., where he i s
a family practice resident a t
Baton Rouge General Hospital.
Amanda has begun work on her
D . M . A . in piano pe1formance at
Louisiana State University. •

Scott Powers of Douglasville,
Ga., has taken a job as account
executive with Momentum, a
marketing promotions firm. He
is working on Coca-Cola's
commitment to the 2002 Winter
Olympic Games. • Mandy

Roberts recently moved to
southern Thailand. A
joumeymanlmissionary with the
Intemational Mission B oard, she
is teaching English at Walailak
University and doing student
outreach. • Rachel Stander
moved to Salt Lake City, Utah,
to help start Hidden Val ley

Have you moved

recently and want to notify Furman of your new address? Or

University of South Carolina.

commentator and executive

Nicole i s studying for a master's

director of the Eagle Forum i n

degree in speech language

Washington, D . C . , appeared

pathology at the University of

on ABC-TV's "Politically

South Carolina. • LeeAIIison

Incorrect" January 29 with host

Robertson W i l l i a ms ( M . A . ' 9 8 )

B i l l Maher, comedian/actor D.L.

and Christopher Michael Gory!,

Hughley, and actors Rod Steiger

December 2, Lake Junaluska,

and Jeff Fahey. • Carey Connor

N.C. She teaches in the

of Mount Pleasant, S . C . ,

B uncombe County ( N . C . )

graduated from t h e physician

School System a n d h e i s

assistant program at the Medical

employed by B l u e Ridge Paper

University of South Carolina last

Products . • BIRT HS: Fred

August and is working at

and Melissa Caron '97 Grahn,

Carol ina Family Medicine. •

a son, Logan Cyril le, January 2 ,

Wesley T. Dunaway, who works

Durham, N . C . Fred has recently

for the I B M Corporation, has

been promoted to technical

entered the M . B .A . program of

product manager for Electrifier.

the Crummer Graduate School

• Jason and Dawn Turner
Woodard, a daughter, Samantha
Carrie, September I 0, Come! ius,
N.C.

of Business at R o l l i ns College
in Winter Park, Fla. • M e l i ssa

Filer teaches technology in the
middle school at Christ Church

Episcopal School in Greenville.

• Mark Graves has earned a
master ' s degree in elementary
education from Florida State
University. He lives in Marietta,
Ga., and teaches second grade
in the Cobb County School
System. • Robert Jetton is
pursuing a Ph .D. in the
Department of Entomology at
North Carolina State University.
He will carry out his research in
the mountains around Asheville,
N .C. . Michelle Reeves i s an
assistant manager in creative
marketing with Estee Lauder
International in New York City.
She ran her first marathon in
Chicago in October. • Joshua

Trevino i s a content producer for
Cornell Wei l l Medical Center in
Brooklyn, N . Y. •
M A RRIAGES: Sara Ann

Brown and Andrew Harold
Fowler, October 2 1 , Chatta
nooga, Tenn. They l i ve in
Charleston, S.C. She is studying
for a master's degree in teaching
at the College of Charleston and
he is pursuing a medical degree
at the Medical University of
South Carolina. • Michelle
Good a n d Josh Holmes ' 9 8 ,
September 3 0 , Greenville. They
are both in school in Charleston,
S . C . , Josh at The Citadel and
Michelle as a physical therapy
student at the Medical University
of South Carolina. • Cheryl

Mason and Weston C. Cheatham

' 0 1 , June 1 0, 2000, Greer, S . C .

County ( G a . ) Public Schools.

Cheryl teaches Latin a t Ridge

She races on the Atlanta Track

View High School in Columbia,

Club's competitive team and i s

S . C . • Robert Lewis Tims and

hoping t o qualify for the 2004

Holly Michelle Wray, October

Olympic Trials as a marathoner.

2 8 , Greenville. They l ive in

• Jeremy Koch is a graduate

B i rmingham, Ala., where he i s

research assistant at the

a student a t Beason Divinity

University of Kansas. He

School. • BIRTHS: Kevin and

completed his first marathon last

Andrea van Reenen Powel l , a

October. • Karlene Machovec

daughter, Ansley Elizabeth,

has moved to Charlotte, N . C . ,

January 1 8 , B i rmingham, Ala.

a n d become a professional

• Colin and Brandy Justice
Ross, a son, Sean Andrew,
September 2, Lawrenceville, Ga.

Laser Eye Centers. • linda
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Matt Black i s a field supervisor
with Vivid Marketing, traveling
the NASCAR circuit. He now
represents the Pepsi motorsports
program, running the Mountain
Dew account. • Peyton Burke
i s an account manager with
Leslie Advertising in Greenville,
working on the Mayfield Dairy
Farms, Coats & Clark and
Carolina Pride accounts. • Julie

Childress, who graduated from
the University of Richmond
School of Law in January, joined
the Richmond, Va., law firm of
B owman & Brooke, LLP, i n
April as a n associate attorney.

• Jennie Connor is a community
relations coordinator with Home
Depot in Atlanta, Ga. • G i n n ie

Da nforth of Winston-Salem,
N . C . , was among 23 athletes
selected as featured performers
in a January program at
Greenville's Peace Center for
the Performing Arts. The
athletes performed in "Out of
Season," an original work by
choreographer David Dorfman.

• Stephen Z. Hearne, Jr. , has
been named branch manager for
AT&T's Truliant Federal Credit
Union in Greenville. • Jason
Heider, who lives in Richmond,
Va., and i s employed with First
Union Securities, has begun
work on his M . B . A . degree at
Virginia Commonwealth
University. • John Jacobs has
begun work as intermodal
operations sales representative
with CH Robinson Worldwide
in Atlanta, Ga. • Jayda Biddix
Justus a n d h e r husband, Brent,
moved to Alexandria, Va. , last
fal l . She works as a legis l ative
assistant to U.S. Representative
Sue Myrick. • Lynn Kepper

Hudson i s a health and physical
education teacher in Gwinnett

relations consul tant with TLC

M u rphy l ives in Garden City,
N.Y., and plans to complete pilot
trai ning school this summer. •
After completing her year as an
Americorps VISTA volunteer
with the Greenville Literacy
Association, Traci Shortridge i s
now a student advisor a t the new
Northwest Campus of Greenville
Technical College. • Brent and
Jennifer Azbell Steadman are
students at the Medical College
of Georgia i n Augusta. • Brad

Swil l inger, now in his last
semester of law school at the
University of Toledo (Ohio), has
begun work for Toledo's City
Prosecutor as a court-certified
legal intern. • Taylor and

Stephanie Hitchcock Townsend
live in Richmond, Va. Taylor
attends dental school at Virginia
Commonwealth University. •

Jenny Pittman Viscusi of
Warrington, Pa. , w i l l graduate
from the Pennsylvania College
of Optometry this summer and
then begin a year of internships.

• Nicole Yosm a l i i s a graduate
student in school psychology at
the University of Memphis
(Tennessee) . • MARRIAGES:
Kate Augustine and Joseph
Haber, November 1 1 . She i s a
science communications
associate with American
Psychological Association in
Washington, D.C., and he i s an
electrical engineer at the Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Lab.
• J u l ie H a m m ett and Stephen
Cannon, April 2000. They l ive
in Boi l i ng Springs, S . C . She
is a program director with
HeartWise - A Community
Partnership. • Milly Meeks and
Ben Daniel, November 1 8. They
live in Charleston, S . C . •

Kimber S m a l l and B u rt
Arrington, November 4. They
live in Atlanta, Ga., where she
i s a tax consultant with Deloitte
& Touche and he i s an attorney
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Next reunion in 2004
Kevin Adams i s studying for a
master's degree in math
education at the University of
Georgia. He plans to complete
his course work this summer and
then begin his teaching career i n
the Georgia school system in the
fal l . • Tara Byer is a second
year student at the U n iversity

assistant, handling telecommuni
cations and mil itary, veterans'
and Social Security issues.
MARRIAGE: Kathryn

Meredith G rubbs and Robert
Bradley Ezzell, November 1 8 ,
Winston-Salem, N . C . Kathryn
works with the credit services
group of Wachovia Bank. •
B I RT H : Jeremy and Sarah

Beavers Price, a daughter,
Abigail Marie, December 2 1 ,

of North Carolina School of

Naples, Fla.

Medicine. • Brian Dowling lives

00

in Columbia, S.C. He has struted
High Tach Motorsports, an
import performance shop, and
is an investor in a film
production company out of
Chicago. • Ann Fitz, a law
student at Mercer University,
will serve a j udicial clerkship
this summer in Atlanta, Ga. •

Matt Hobbs is a U.S. Army scout
platoon leader with "A" Troop,
1 - 1 4 Cavalry, stationed at Fort
Lewis. He lives in Tacoma,
Wash. • Raf Kam ieniecki of
Taylors, S . C . , is president and
CEO of Zyfr, Inc., a startup
company. • Tyler M i l l iken of

Next reunion in 2005
Don Abra m o , Jr. , i s a medical
representative for Merck & Co.
and i s based in Anderson, S . C .
The U . S . Army granted Russ
Boyd a transfer from active duty
into the Chaplain Candidate
Program. He is now a second
l ieutenant in the Inactive Ready
Reserve and i s enrolled in the
Master of Divinity program at
Brite Divinity School of Texas
Christian University. He also
serves as the youth mini ster at
Creekwood Christian Church.

Greenville has become an
executive applications engineer
with Alcoa Fujukura Ltd.,
working with optical fiber arc
fusion splicers and teaching
operator training and main
tenance courses to Alcoa cl ients.
• Stacy Schorr is the news editor
for the Anderson ( S . C . )
Independent-Mail. • Ryan and
Lindsey Osborne Stinnett are
students at the University of
Tennessee. Lindsey is pursuing
a master's degree i n public
admini stration and works as the
assistant youth coordinator i n
t h e Safety Education Unit
for the Knoxville Police
Department. Ryan i s a second
year law student and w i l l work

George E. Lin ney, Jr. '65, president; Pamela
U nderwood Thomason '76, president-elect;
David Nelson '61, vice president; Lynn
Powers Gibbs '78, past president; Ray F.
Bell '48; Kenneth S. Corts '90; E.M. Horton,
J r. '52; Ann Anshus Quattlebaum '64; Norma
Karlen Bagwell '45; Jack E. Powers '56; Bret
Alan Clark '88; J u lia Meeks Glenn '63;
Rebecca Pullin Kay '86; Robert E. Poerschke
'41; Ronald L. Walker '84; Diane Maroney
Estridge '66; Joe E. Gentry '53; Hal E.
Henderson '92; Jenna C . Robinson '74;
James H. Simkins, Jr. '78; Brian H . Fenn
'91; Donald H. Lindsey '54; Catherine Hunter
Hightower '55; Randolph Williams Blackwell
'63; Elizabeth Jean Howard '81; Catherine
Rakestraw Smith '92; Mickey Arthur Walker
'55; John R. Cassady '62.

this summer as an associate with
Smith, Gambrell & Russell LLP
in Atlanta, Ga. • Mike Williams
is a graduate student at Indiana
University and has co-authored
a textbook on faci lity manage
ment. • Leigh W i l l ia mson i s
pursuing a master's degree in
health administration at the
University of South Carolina. •

Laura Witry, who joined the staff
of Congressman Ed B ryant of
Tennessee in the fall of 1 999,
has been promoted to legislative

Ex-Officio: David E. Shi '73, president;
Donald J. Lineback, vice president for
development; Donald E. Fowler, di rector of
development; Shannon Wilkerson Wilson
'93, director of Alumni Association; Susan
Rice Jones '97, associate director of Alumni
Association; Wendy Hamilton '98, associate
director of Alumni Association; Phil Howard,
director of Furman Fund; William J. Lavery,
faculty liaison; David G. Ellison '72, trustee
liaison; Davin Welter '89, president, Young
Alumni Council; Scott Martin '01, president,
Senior Class; Amy Adkisson '01, president,
Association of Furman Students; Jason
Holbrook '01, president, Student Alumni
Council.

with Troutman Sanders.
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Tracy Brooks is a graduate

Andrea
Ta l lent i s advertising manager

University i n Washington, D.C.,

for the American Society for

and will receive her master's

Engineering Education. She

student in international print

is now living in Las Condes,

student in criminology at

Santiago, Chile, where he is

Georgia State University and i s

a Goodw i l l Ambassadorial

working part time with an

Scholar through Rotary

educational consultant. • Curtis

International District 7750.

Callaway is working toward a

He has been accepted to the

master ' s degree in American

International Relations

history at the University of South

Department of the Pontificia

Carolina. • Carey Cannon of

Uni versidad Catslica de Chile.
• Christiana DeGregorie i s

Arl ington, Va. , is a member of

journalism at American

the U . S . Army Chorus. The

studying for a Ph . D . in c l inical

group performs regularly for the

psychology at the Georgia

President and visiting heads of

School of Professional

state and at functions hosted by
the departments of State and

Psychology in Atlanta. • Cassie
Floyd is enrolled at the Pikeville

Defense. • Erin Carnahan i s

( Ky. ) College School of

project coordinator with Capital

Medicine. • Reid Hawkins

Strategies, Inc., a public relations

works as buying manager for

and marketing communications

Pools by John C larkson in

firm in Raleigh, N.C. • Jeremy

Jacksonville, Fla. • Shelby Huie

Cass is enrolled i n the graduate

is a student and graduate

program in Hispanic Literatures

assi stant at the University of

at the University of Kentucky.

South Carolina, working toward

He teaches two undergraduate

a master's degree in exercise

Spanish courses each semester.

science. • Craig Hunter is

• Mark Davis, who had been
working on a partnership
between the Rotary Foundation
and the Adopt-A-Minefield
Campaign of the United Nations
Association of the United States,

studying for a master's degree
in public policy at the University
of Chicago, with a concentration
in international development
focused in sub-Sahara Africa.

Whitney Jackson is a graduate

TV in Kinston, N.C.

degree i n August. • Ali

l ives in Alexandria, Va. •

Kraigsley is pursuing a master's

Amanda Thrasher is assistant to

degree in aerospace engineering

the director of Guarisco Gallery

at the University of Southern

in Washington, D .C. •

California. • Nicole M a g l i o

M A R R IAGES: Jake Paul

l ives in Hempstead, N . Y., and i s

with Central Steel & Wire. •

Bostrom and Cara Lynne
Rhodes, November 1 8 ,
Hattiesburg, Miss.
Melanie
G l a d d i ng and Timothy Va n
Steenburgh '0 I , August. She

Nick Pennington, a graduate

is pursuing her master's degree

a l a w student a t Hofstra
University. • Amy Oakes of
Darien, I l l . , is a sales trainee

student in recreation and tourism

in Spanish l i nguistics at the

management at the Un iversity

University of Florida.

of Tennessee, will intern this fall
with a conventions and

D EATHS

expositions firm in New York
City. • Meg Ra mey is serving

Edith Wilson Sterling ' 24,

in Venezuela with the

February 1 4, Newberry, S.C.

International M ission Board,

She was retired from teaching

min istering to the survivors

at Newberry High School, was

of last year's devastating

former organist for Red Bank

mudslides. • Kelly Robinson of

Baptist Church and was a

Lawrencevil le, Ga., i s a c l ient

member of the Newberry

support spec ialist in the sales

Chapter of the Eastern Star, the

depat1ment of HQ Global

South Carol ina Education

Workplaces, Inc., an inter

Association and the Power

national company. • M e l issa
Roy works for Creative Network

House Art Center.

Studios, an advertising and
production company in
Charlotte, N.C. • Lanier Swann
is a news anchor with TACC 9

Osca r Hodges, Jr. ' 27 ,
December 22, Fountain I n n , S.C.
He was a retired agent with
Hodges Insurance Agency.

Virginia Cook McKelvey ' 2 7 ,

served o n the boards o f the South

of the national board of the

and medical records librarian at

December 1 8, Fountain Inn, S.C.

Carolina Federation of Woman's

Junior Chamber of Commerce.

Greenville Memorial Hospital.

Clara Emerson Swygert ' 28,
November 25, Anderson, S.C.
She taught i n public schools for
29 years and retired from
teaching in Anderson County
D i strict Three.

William Lewis Power ' 29,
February 2 1 , Greenville. He was
a U . S . Army veteran of World
War T l and was retired from the
Georgia State Department of
Public Health.

Sara Elizabeth Thomas ' 29,
December 1 7 , Greenville. She
was a retired medical office

Clubs and the Southeastern

He was active in First Baptist

She also joined the Woman's

Region of General Federation of

Church.

Army Corps and served as a

Woman ' s Clubs, among others.
She founded the Progress
Foundation of S.C. Federation
of Woman ' s Clubs and was
appointed to the state 's first
Highway Safety Committee.

taught French, Latin and English
for 35 years in Greenville,

Army Corps in North Africa and
Italy from 1 943 through 1 945.

Sarah Elizabeth Sanders Harris

Anderson and Pickens county

' 3 6 , November 1 3 , Anderson,

schools and was the 1 973-74

S .C. She had retired as head

Gladys Roper Davis ' 30,

Pickens County Teacher of the

l ibrarian at the South Carolina

Year. She was a member of the

State Hospital in Columbia.

1 974, while teaching at Wren

Retired Teachers Association of

Primary School, she was

Easley High School.

honored as Teacher of the Year.
She had been a school principal
and had retired after 50 years of
teaching in Anderson County
( S . C . ) D i strict One Schools.

Theo Flowers Windham ' 29,

Ruth Keeler Keever ' 3 1 , January

taught school in Oconee County,

January 30, Easley, S . C . She

teletype operator with the 5th

February 1 7, Easley, S .C . I n

manager.

December 4, Florence, S.C. She

Mattie Lee Cox Drummond ' 32,

1 2, Greenville. She was a former
teacher in Greenville County

Lou ise Vaughan Mazursky ' 3 6 ,
February 2 , Barnwell, S .C.

Mary Evans Dunn Bryan ' 3 3 ,
February 4, Greenville. She was
a retired insurance agent with
Goode Bryan Agency.

Thomas E . Dougherty, Sr. ' 3 7 ,
December 1 6, Laurens, S.C.
After receiving his divinity
degree, he began his ministry in

Rem bert T. Cribb, Sr. ' 3 3,

Winston-Salem, N . C . , i n 1 93 8

January 1 6, Palm Beach

before pastoring churches in

Gardens, Fla. He served i n the

Kentucky, Georgia and South

U . S . Army during World War I I

Carol ina. He served Kilbourne

S . C . , for a number of years

schools.

before running a florist shop i n

and worked i n claims manage-

Park Baptist Church in

Sidney M . Wilson ' 3 1 , January

ment with the CSX Railroad for

Columbia, S.C., from 1 965 until

27, Greenville. He was a former

35 years.

Darlington, S .C.

O l l i e Luci l l e Smith Childress
' 30, February 3, Greenville. She
was a former associate women' s
editor and feature writer for the

Greenville Piedmont and an
account executive in display
advertising for The Greenville
News. She was active i n
community and civic affairs and

president of the Furman Alumni
Association and was founder and
chairman o f the board o f C .
Douglas Wilson, Inc. He was
formerly Greenville's Young
Man of the Year, was president
and a charter member of the
Exchange Club, was co-chair of
United Way, and was a member

Although Life in General has n't hit the
big time, the band's eas y-goi ng styl e and
wi ll ingness to work hard (they've performed
i n 46 s tates ) have earned them a loyal fan
bas e, parti cul arl y among twenty-s omethi ngs .
They've also earned recognition. F rom
1 995 to 2001 , the Nati onal Ass oci ati on of
Campus Activities , which hel ps book
campus concerts throughout the country,
named Life in General its "Contemporary
M usi c Artist of the Year." The group has
als o made Musician magazi ne's l is t of "Top
1 00 Unsi gned Bands ."
"So Long True Love, " the duo's l ates t
CD, has s old over 4,000 copi es , and more
than 25,000 of the group's CDs are i n
circulati on. Not bad, consi deri ng that you
can't buy any of Li fe in General 's s ix
releas es i n mos t chain record s tores . Al mos t
all o f them are s ol d a t t h e group's concerts
or through i ts Web site, lifei ngeneral.com.
Al though he began playi ng g uitar as a
hi gh s chool student i n Winston-Salem, N.C.,
Chapman di dn't real ly become comfortabl e
on s tage until he enroll ed at F urman.
"I found out that pl ayi ng a guitar can
get you gi rls ," he s ays wi th a l augh. A
philos ophy major, Chapman was part of an
i nformal group of s tudents who performed
at parties and other gatheri ngs d u ri ng his
F urman days .

his retirement in 1 979, at which

Frances Little Ell iott ' 3 3 ,
August 2 , Griffin, Ga.

Jessie Linder Pickett ' 3 3 ,
November 30, Clinton, S.C.
She had worked as a medical
secretary, a teletype operator for
Western Union, and a cashier

After graduati ng i n 1 987, he returned
to Wi nston-Sal em and joined s ome hi gh
s chool fri ends i n formi ng 2 lb Pl anet. P laying
a mi xture of their own m us ic and covers of
popul ar hi ts from the '60s , '70s and '80s ,
the fours ome toured the Southeas t before
dis banding i n 1 993.
After the break-up, Chapman and
Shelley Sutton, a F urman cl ass mate and
fel low Sigma Nu brother, formed Li fe i n
General and began touring to bui ld a name
and fan bas e. During that fi rst year, the
duo pl ayed more than 200 concerts and
rel eas ed LIG's firs t album, "Long F o rgotten
Toys ."
But the Chapman-Sutton partners hip
di d not l as t l ong. Sutton left the band in
1 994 to purs ue his own i nterests - the two
have remai ned fri ends - and was repl aced
by LeVass eur.
Chapman and LeVass eur mai ntai ned
an aggressive touring s chedule and became
a hot ti cket wi th the coll ege crowd whil e
produci ng four CDs from 1 996 to 2000.
Last year, Chapman rel eas ed a s ol o al bum,
"Maki ng God Laugh."
Bouncy and fun yet als o reflective, LIG
s ongs cover everythi ng from relations hips
and reli gi on to boozi ng wi th fri ends . While
it's an acousti c band, the group has a varied
and vers atil e s ound. Some s el ections

time the church named h i m
pastor emeritus.

John Owings Farish ' 37 ,
December 30, P ittsboro, N.C.
After serving fou r years in the
U.S. Anny during World War l l ,
he was in textiles with E.M. Holt

i ncorporate the violi n, mandoli n, harmonica
and piano. Chapman and LeVass eur s hare
vocal duti es .
On the road 200 days a year, the
performers recount thei r adventures through
frequent posti ngs on their Web site. And
every day is fan appreci ation day for the
duo. They e-mail them, chat after the s how
and pos t fan tri butes and photos on thei r
Web page. Their fans retu rn the affection
by traveli ng, s ometi mes for hours , to hear
LIG perform. And they tell thei r fri ends
about the band.
"After a s how peopl e will come up and
s ay that they s aw us in coll ege and wanted
to come out again and hear our m usi c,"
s ays Chapman. "Others wil l s ay they came
out on the recommendati on of a fri end.
Our popul ari ty has grown from word of
mouth."
Al though Life i n General wouldn't turn
down a bi g record deal , Chapman s ays he
and LeVasseur aren't obs essed wi th maki ng
the bi g ti me.
"We've been s uccessful and made a
career wi thout a major record l abel," he
s ays . "We've never had a grand plan to
get famous . We enjoy playi ng musi c. We'll
do it until i t stops being fun. We are a pretty
up and happy band."
- John Roberts
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·

she received her commercial

He was owner of Norwood

pilot's license. In 1 94 1 , after

Insurance Agency.

He was

closely associated with Lander
Plaid H i l l , which later merged

in B iochemistry is awarded to

with Burlington Industries.

the Vanderbilt medical student

He then worked with Martin

with the most distinguished

Manietta Aggregates of Raleigh,

record in biochemistry. He

N.C., for 24 years before retiiing.

received the university' s Thomas

aviation. That same year she

served as chairman of the

began training Navy V-5

Magnolia Cemetery Association

aviation cadets in preparation

for 1 5 years.

for World War I I . She was

February 1 6, Jacksonville, Fla.

He was a retired purchasing

M i l d red Winifred Loftis
Benjamin '40, December 2 1 ,

agent with Greenwood Com

Laurens, S.C.

missioners of Publ ic Works.

·

She had l i ved i n Greenville for
a number of years before moving
to Florid a . She was an expert

honored twice in 1 995 by the
South Carolina Aviation
Association when she was
inducted into the state's Aviation
Hall of Fame and was named
Aviator of the Year for her

McMurry Wilkins , Jr. 40,

floral arranger and was a

Benjamin Fayette Broadway, Sr.

January 22, Greenville. A

member of Greenville's Lake

' 3 8 , December 3, Laurinburg,

graduate of Tulane Medical

Forest Garden Club and Retired

John R . Waters '44, December

N.C. Ordained to the Baptist

School, he served as a medical

M i l i tary Officer's Wives Club.

5, Laurens, S.C. He was founder

·

contributions to aviation.

mini stry i n 1 94 1 , he was a

officer in World War I I , retiring

She founded the Parkinson's

and former pastor of Faith

chaplain in the U . S . Navy

as a l ieutenant commander, and

Disease Support Group in

Baptist Church i n Laurens.

Reserve during World War I I

then practiced internal medicine

Greenville and was a Red Cross

and went o n t o pastor churches

i n Greenville for 42 years. He

volunteer.

i n Kentucky and the two

was president of the staff at St.

Carolinas. He served as

Francis Hospital and was a

moderator of the South Carolina

member of the Greenville

Pee Dee Baptist Association, as

County Medical Society, South

a member of the General Board

Carolina Medical Society,

of the North Carol ina and South

American Medical Association

Carolina State Conventions and

and the I n ternal Medical

as a member of the Executive

Association.

Committee General Board for

Herbert D . G u l lick · 43,

service representative with

December 29, Greenville. After

Pacific Bell and was active in

serving in the U . S . Army

the American Association of

Medical Corps during the post

University Women, the Red

World War I I occupation of

Cross "Swim and Stay Fit"

Japan, he had a career of almost

program, and the local travel

50 years as a surgeon, educator,

club.

admini strator and clinical
researcher. He was nationally

Carolina.

2 1 , Easley, S.C. He was a U . S .
Army Corps veteran o f World

renowned for his medical

W i lmot Jefferson Spires ' 3 9 ,

War I I . A graduate of Duke

expert i n treatment of the

November 23, Columbiana, Ala.

University Divinity School, he

diabetic foot. He was a Fellow

Following a biief career with the

was a member of the Western

of the American College of

New York Yankees, he joined

North Carolina Methodist

Surgeons and was active in

research and was a leading

the Marine Corps and served i n

Conference for 50 years and

numerous scientific and

the Pacific during World War I I .

served many Methodist

academic organizations.

After discharge from the Maline

churches.

He was a member of Furman's

Corps Reserve in 1 959, he
became vice president of
manufacturing for Buck Creek
Industties, from which he retired.
He was part owner of the Shelby
County (Ala.) Airport and served
as a bail iff at the Shelby County
Courthouse.

John Alexander McPherso n , Jr.
' 4 1 , December 28, Columbia,
S.C. He started working for
Riegel Textile Corp. in Ware
Shoals, S . C . , i n 1 939. After
serving as a U . S . Army
i nfantryman i n World War I I ,

Advisory Council and
Premedical Advisory Council,
and was elected an alumnus

·

26, Nashville, Tenn. Recipient

Architects in Greenville. He

with Kemet Electronics and was

of Furman's D istinguished

later became vice president of

a former officer and show

Alumni Award in 1 980, he taught

the Industrial Division for Lyles,

chairman of the Greenville

biochemistry at Vanderbi l t

B issett, Carlisle & Wolfe i n

Kennel Club.

U n i versity for more than 40

Columbia a n d w a s S tate

years before retiring as professor

Engineer of South Carolina

emeritus in 1 990. H i s main

fro m 1 970 until his retirement

December 26, Darlington, S.C.

in 1 986. He then started A/E/C
Consultants, Inc.

January 2 2 , Saluda, S . C . She

Marjorie Bunch Greene · 42,

was one of the first three women

spanned fou r decades, a n d the
annual John G. Coniglio Prize

was a member of the Joyce Scott
chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution.

serving in the U . S . Air Force
during World War I I , he was
district manager for Piedmont
Natural Gas for 40 years. He
was a member of the Masons,
Hejaz, Scottish Rites and

veteran of World War I I , he went
on to become assistant business
manager of Southeastern Baptist
Theological Seminary. He also
served on the Laurens County
( S . C . ) School Board.
·

·

research interests were in lipid

chemistry course at Vanderb i l t

·

January 29, Greenville. After

Henry Marsha l l Green 49,

El iza Henry Brown 44,

chemistry and metabolism, and

was a retired school teacher and

James C lyde Baker, Jr. 49,

Wake Forest, N.C. A U.S. Army

Robert Earle Phill ips 43,
December 23, Greenville. He

of the medical student bio

8, Anderson, S . C .

W. Edwin Bobo '49, January 2 1 ,

1 995.

was a retired process engineer

November 28, Greer, S.C. She

Joan McFa l l King '46, December

chapter of Phi Beta Kappa in

McPherson Co., Engineers

biology. His tenure as director

·

Civitan.

h e became vice president at

biochemistry and reproductive

Peggy Jackson Price 45,
January 6 , Greenwood, S.C.

member of the university's

John G. Con i g l i o '40, February

the i nterface of nutritional

lolita Evans Howard '45, March
5, Tyler, Texas. She was a retired

John T. Frazier, Jr. ' 4 1 , January

North Carolina and South

46

an ambassador for the world of

Commons in Greenwood and

Cornelia Christensen Balz 43,

December 30, Greenwood, S.C.

being chosen "Miss South
Carolina Aviation," she became

University and Wesley

Jefferson Award in 1 97 8 .

Frank Orell Bowie ' 3 8,

under the program and in 1 940

February 9 , Greenwood, S.C.

Caroline Etheredge Hembel '44,

accepted for the Civil ian Pilot
Training Program at the
University of South Carol ina i n
1 939. S h e became the first
woman in the Southeast to solo
and receive her pilot's license

February 1 7 , Greenville. He
served in the U . S . Air Force and
was a retired chemist for Corn
Product Company.

Ja mes Malcome Ivester '49,
January 24, Taylors, S.C. A U.S.
Navy veteran of World War I I ,
he retired from John D .
Hollingsworth o n Wheels after
20 years of service. He was a

32nd-degree Mason and was a

Louella Brooks G i bson ' 54,

Laparoscopists, the American

member of Hejaz and Scottish

December 22, Columbia, S . C .

Fertil ity Society and the South

School D i strict Seven as a

Rite.

S h e w a s on the music faculty at

Atlantic OB-GYN Association.

mathematics teacher. She was

Martha McKinney '49, April 1 3 ,
2000, Greenville.

Helen Coursey Rodgers '49,
February 1 2 , Greenwood, S.C.

Charles E. Braun '50, November
1 8 , Palm Springs, Calif. A U . S .
Navy veteran o f World War I I ,
h e w a s retired president of
Calgon Vestal Laboratories of
St. Louis, Mo. He also worked
as a sales manager with Puritan
Chemical Co. i n Atlanta, Ga.,
and with E.L. Bruce Co. i n
Memphis, Tenn., a n d Los
Angeles, Calif. He was one of
the founding members of the
Palm Springs Air Museum.

Lonie Stevenson Woods ' 50,
January 1 5 , Barnwell, S.C. She
was a registered nurse and retired
as plant nurse with Milliken, Inc.

John Faircloth Park ' 5 1 , January
1 4 , Kingston, N.Y. His teaching
career took him to colleges i n
Virginia, Florida, Georgia, N01th
Carolina and New York, where
he was appointed chair of the
Humanities Division of Ulster
County Community College. In
addition to being an educator,
he gave numerous professional
concerts and recitals as a tenor
soloist. He was also a cantor
and received the honor of cantor
emeritus of Temple Emanuel i n
K ingston i n 1 997.

George J. Joseph , Jr. ' 5 2 ,
December 1 4, S i mpsonville,
S.C. He was a U.S. Army
veteran of World War II and
was retired from the Henkle
Corporation.

James Lonnie Brad ley ' 5 3 ,
December 1 8, Lebanon, Ky. He
had retired after a 1 5-year
pastorate at Springfield ( Ky. )
Baptist Church and was serving
as minister emeritus at Lebanon
Baptist Church at the time of his
death.

Carl A. Fiske ' 5 3 , January 30,
Union, S . C .

Columbia College for the last
3 8 years and was widely
recognized as a teacher,
accompanist, lecturer and
adjudicator. She had served
as an elected officer in the
Columbia, South Carolina
and National music teacher
associations; the Morning Music
Club of Columbia; and the
Fellowship of United Methodists
in Worship, Music and the Other
Arts. She was active i n
Columbia's Main Street United

World War n .

years of service as a principal
and teacher.

E m m i e Atkinson Gasque ' 62 ,
December 2 1 , Murrells Inlet,
S .C. A first-grade teacher at
The Learning Tree, she had
prev iously taught elementary
school in the South Carolina
and Horry for 30 years.

December 9, Little River, S.C.

W i l l ia m David Redd ' 62 ,

He was a U . S . Air Force veteran
and was a former real estate
broker in Myrtle Beach, S.C.

Roberta Elton Evans Wi l l is '58,
December 1 2, Andrews, S .C.
She was a former schoolteacher
in Orange Park, Fla.

February 23, Charleston, S . C .
He had been m i n ister o f music
at Charleston's First B aptist

owned a bed and breakfast. He
had designed organs for several

Carolina and Georgia for 1 9

Charleston churches.

Resources and worked with the
Georgia Regional Board for
Mental Health, Mental
Retardation and Substance
Abuse, administering and
supervis ing the Alcohol,
Tobacco and Other Drugs
programs. He helped found one
of Georgia's first community
based agencies for senior
citizens.

Thomas Edward House ' 60,
January 27, Greenville. An
obstetrician/gynecologist and
U.S. Anny veteran, he had taught
in the Greenville Hospital
System, the University of South
Carol ina School of Medicine and
the Medical University of South
Carolina. He had also served as
a consulting senior associate
with the Greenville Hospital
System and a senior associate
with Greenville's St. Francis

he was a Fellow of the American
College of Obstetricians and
Gynecologists and was a
member of the South Carolina
OB-GYN Society, the American
Association of Gynecologic

Education Committee for the
NAACP and the League of
Women Voters. She had been a
past president of the South
Carolina State Alumni
Association of Spartanburg and
past secretary of the National
Council of Negro Women.

Eva lee Fratt Jennings ' 7 8 ,
January 2 5 , Mount Pleasant, S.C.

H e laina Surabian Connelly ' 92 ,
December 3 I , Hartford, Conn.
She had worked at Hartford
Insurance Group as an actuarial
analyst.

interest in historical preservation,
he bought and restored Sword

m i n ister at churches i n South

Department of Human

Vol unteer Advisory Board, the

of Organists. Known for his

Gate lnn in Charleston and also

specialist with the Georgia

Appeals Board of the City of
Spartanburg, the retired Senior

Church for many years and was

Atlanta, Ga. He was a Baptist

years. He was also a prevention

a member of the Personnel

a member of the Ame1ican Guild

W. Ray Avant ' 59, December 1 2,

Women ' s Center i n Greenville,

was a U . S . Army veteran of

District One after more than 30

counties of Florence, Marion

5 , 2000, Graniteville, S . C .

played football at Furman and

S.C. She was retired from
Anderson County ( S . C . ) School

Donald Verdery Saxon ' 5 5 ,

Hospital. A partner of the

February 1 4, Piedmont, S.C. He

' 6 1 ) , January 5 , Will iamston,

Methodist Church.

Mary Eidson Willis ' 5 3 , March
David S h a y Buffamoyer ' 54,

Mary Eunice Rice Gray ( M .A .

retired from Spartanburg County
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Mary Susan McElwee Eison ' 67,
January 29, Greenville. She had
taught physical education in the
public schools for a number

B ecause o f t h e large number of

of years. She had served as

submissions Furman receives for

president and was on the board

the magazine's class notes section

of the Greenville chapter of the

and the amount of lime it takes to

American Cancer Society. She

review, compile, edit and typeset

was president of Chapter 76

so much information, news items

Book Club and Silverfish Book

frequently are not published until

Club.

five or six months after they are

John C . Mason ' 67 , August 29,

submitted.

Alexandria, Va. He had worked

Furman magazine does not

for the U . S . government at the

publish dated items (anything more

General Services Admini stra

than

tion.

publication) or engagement

W i l l i a m Andrew Hancock ' 69 ,
November 1 7, Tryon, N.C.
He played baseball with the
Washington Senators organi
zation before moving into
coaching at Buford (Ga.) High
School, where his teams won
several conference baseball
championships. He became a
scout for the Texas Rangers and

18

months old at lime of

announcements. Birth and marriage
announcements for alumni couples
who graduated in different years
are included under the earliest
graduation date (except if requested
otherwise); they are not listed under
both classes. We ask that you
include your spouse's or child's
name and the date and city where
the birth or marriage occurred.
Send alumni news to the Office

finished his career with the San
Diego Padres as Southeast

of Marketing and Public Relations,

regional scouting director.

Furman University,

Rena Mae Jamison Hagler
( M . A . ' 76 ) , December 1 5 ,
Spartanburg, S.C. She had

3300 Poinsett
29613,

Highway, Greenville, S . C .

or e-mail to alumni@furman.edu.
FAX:

(864) 294-3023.

The Last Word

E ight Furman women spent the 2000-200 1
academic year as part of a l iving experiment i n
resource conservation and "green" living. A s
reported in the winter issue o f Furman magazine,
these students l ived in the Eco-Cottage beside
the lake, where they practiced an environmentally
friendly ethic devoted to reducing, recycling and
reusing.
Those of us behind the project appreciate
how the women embraced the opportunity and
contributed so significantly to its success. We
believe that the Eco-Cottage experiment is a good
test of the hypothesis that students wi II conserve
when they are taught to value natural resources.
While the Eco-Cottage residents were
practicing a new way of life, their neighbors next
door in the "Cabin" found themselves randomly
assigned the role of "control group." They
accepted their role and continued to live in the
typical way that Furman students do.
Each week since early October, the Eco
Cottage residents recorded the natural gas,
electricity and water usage for both their home
and the Cabin. They carefully recycled and
composted most of their discards, to the extent
that the amount of garbage they sent to the landfill
each week barely filled a plastic grocery bag.
They also began to consider the environmental
impact of their purchases and avoided products
with excess packaging.
We tend to value only what we can measure,
and previously there was little data available to
assess the energy and water use of a Furman
residential student. But the facts and figures
from the Eco-Cottage are compell ing.
The residents used 9400 fewer ki lowatts of
electricity (70 percent less) than the Cabin
residents. Photovoltaic panels, which use solar
power to generate electricity, contributed 680
kilowatts of pollution-free energy during the first
six months of residency - a figure that increased
as the days of spring grew longer.
Retrofitting the Eco-Cottage with low-flow
showerheads and 1 .6-gallons-per-flush toilets
helped reduce water use more than 40 percent.
Each resident of the Cabin used about 70 gallons
of water per day, which is typical for most
Americans. Residents of the Eco-Cottage used
only about 40 gallons - even though they did
occasionally wash their cars.
At least half of the Eco-Cottage electricity
savings resulted from retrofitting the house with
48

better insulation, compact fluorescent l ighting,
tubular skylights, photovoltaics and a natural gas
water heater. But credit must also go to the
residents, who throughout the year became
increasingly aware of such issues as water and
electrical use and the disposal of both organic
and solid waste.
And therein lies the real benefit of the
experiment: the students' new mind-set.
Although the Eco-Cottage students will move
into other Furman residences in the fall , they are
certain to remain sensitive to the lessons they
learned this year. No doubt they will continue
to practice an environmentally friendly l ifestyle
that is l ikely to catch on with their friends and
acquaintances.
The university currently pays its utility bills
without any real concern for holding students
responsible for their usage. But the Eco-Cottage
demonstrates that significant amounts of money
can be saved. The water, sewer and electricity
savings alone amounted to about 55 cents per
day per student. When this figure is extended
to the entire residential student body of 2,500,
the savings possibilities grow to $300,000 per
year.
Furman appears set to make a bold statement
about conserving the Earth 's resources. Aside
from the Eco-Cottage, the university has
introduced an academic concentration i n
environmental studies and is constructing a
"green" academic building, Herman N . Hipp
Hal l .
Are you prepared t o join u s ? If so, start by
turning off your lights after you leave the room.
And be sure to recycle this magazine - once
you've read every word, of course.
- Frank Powell

The author has taught health and exercise science
at Furman since 1 9 74. With Bill Ranson of the
earth and environmental sciences department,
he is co-coordinator of the £co- Cottage project.
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A Russian im migrant is responsible for the sculptures of
Furman presidents on display in McAlister Auditorium.
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twice
upon a
time
Design and costu ming students develop
their talents while reaching out to others.
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